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6 April 2016 
 
  13:30-15:00 15:30-17:00 

Trust Room  Understanding the Roles of National 
Experts in South Asian development 

The East India Company and the 
College of Fort William: Art, Literature, 
Politics 

Reddaway Room 
Translating Christianity: Print, 
Conversion and Religious Identity in 
Colonial India 

Roundtable: Academic Freedom in 
South Asia 

Gaskoin Room The Faces of Secularism and Extremism: 
Bangladesh and its Diaspora  

Old Senior 
Common Room 

Social and political relations in South 
Asia and beyond   

Gordon Cameron 
Lecture Theatre 

Performance, power and the state in 
South Asia  

 
17:15-17:45 – British Association of South Asian Studies Annual General Meeting (Reddaway Room) 
 
18:00 – Drinks reception, hosted by the Centre of South Asian Studies, University of Cambridge (Upper 
Hall). N.b. no dinner is provided on the first evening (please see printed conference programme for list of local restaurants).  
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7 April 
 
 9-10:30 11:00-12:30 

Trust Room  Realms of Government: Crime and 
Contestation, 1858-1992 

The Present’s Past: Historicizing the 
‘Political’ in Kashmir 

Reddaway Room Complicating Islam across South Asia Contested Identity and Urban Spaces in 
Contemporary India 

Gaskoin Room 

Writing Transnational Histories of South 
Asian Monarchies: Between Regional 
Dynamism and Global Entanglement (ca. 
1850-1950) 

Indentured Identities: Colonial 
Discourse, Subaltern Agency and Indian 
Labour Migration, 1834-1920 

Old Senior 
Common Room 

Examining claims of ‘transformative 
constitutionalism’ in India and Nepal 

Political art in postcolonial times: Left-
wing aesthetics in South Asia, 1950s-60s 

Gordon Cameron 
Lecture Theatre 

Gender and violence in India and the 
diaspora 

The politics of land and labour in 
contemporary South Asia 

 
 
12:30-14:00: Lunch (Upper Hall)  
 
12:45-13:45: Early Career Researchers session on how to publish (details to be announced) 
 
 
  14:00-15:30 16:00-17:30 

Trust Room  Citizenship, diaspora and democracy Muslim citizens and the construction of 
post-colonial states in South Asia 

Reddaway 
Room 

The culture and politics of food in South 
Asia 

Digital media and new technologies in 
South Asia and its diaspora 

Gaskoin Room Topographies of Exclusion: Women in 
Pakistan’s Labor Market Masculinity and femininity in South Asia 

Old Senior 
Common 
Room 

Mobility, Equality and Economics in 
South Asian Communities 

Muslims' marginalization in urban India a 
decade after the Sachar report 

Gordon 
Cameron 
Lecture Theatre 

Representation and performance in South 
Asian literature 

Power structures and economics in 
contemporary India 

 
 
18:00 – Keynote Public Lecture given by Professor William Gould (University of Leeds). Introduced by 
the Vice Chancellor of the University of Cambridge, Professor Sir Leszek Borysiewicz. (Auditorium) 
 
19:00 – Drinks reception, sponsored by Taylor & Francis, publisher of South Asian Studies and 
Contemporary South Asia (Upper Hall) 
 
20:00 – Conference dinner (Dining Hall) 
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8 April 2016 
 
  9-10:30 11:00-12:30 

Trust Room  Politics and remembrance in the diaspora Political Animals in South Asia 

Reddaway 
Room 

Rethinking Connected Empires in Sri 
Lankan History Legacies of partition 

Gaskoin 
Room Food Security in South Asia, 1 Food Security in South Asia, 2 

Old Senior 
Common 
Room 

Revolutionary Politics in British India: 
Representation, Strategy and Praxis Rethinking the other in India's peripheries 

Gordon 
Cameron 
Lecture 
Theatre 

Agricultural Markets and the State in India: 
Exploring the Impact of Liberalisation 

Gender, Migration, and Urban Space in 
South Asia 
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6 April 2016 
 
13:30-15:00 
 
Trust  Room 
 
Understanding the Roles of National Experts in South Asian development 
 
Chair: Palash Kamruzzaman, University of Bath 
 
1. National Experts in Pakistan: Architects or Contractors of Development? 
 
Abid Shah, University of Bath 
 
This paper focuses on the ways in which the so called 'national experts' get involved in development 
consultancies and then gradually become the point of interaction for foreign experts in policy processes. 
It is explored how this may result into marginalising those who are otherwise highly qualified but with 
less networking ability.  Drawing from broader frameworks of ‘ethnography of aid’ and ‘brokers and 
translators of development’ we investigate whether these national experts can be the architects of national 
development or work as contractors for international aid architecture. Based on the life histories of a 
number of Pakistani researchers engaged in various development projects, this paper looks at various 
aspects of their engagements including their motivation, aspiration, network, agency, frustration, dilemma 
and paradox. Evidence suggests incompetent ‘national experts’ enjoy some form of authority and 
autonomy from the donor recipe in performing their roles. However, we delve into more to explore 
whether they i) act as collaborators of neo-liberal hegemony, ii) can promote the interests of poor 
countries, or iii) can form a new partnership for improved aid relationship between donors and client 
countries. 
 
2. Political Economy of Hybridity: Civil Society, Market Society or Both? 
 
Priyan Senevirathna, Leeds Beckett University 
 
This paper examines the transformation of one of the largest post-colonial civil society organizations 
based in Sri Lanka from being a social movement to a non-governmental organization and subsequently a 
market actor. It argues that this transformation is its response to the neoliberal capitalist expansion in the 
country rather than a quest for finding alternative forms of development. Over the years the extensive 
literature written specifically on this organization have argued that it has evolved by subscribing itself to 
and propagating values of a moral economy largely based on cultural modalities associated with the Sri 
Lankan rural communities. However, the paper argues that this is more of a reformist model of the 
mainstream capitalist development.  The strong affiliation to cultural modalities has however enabled the 
organization to create a strong brand image for itself as an indigenous social movement for an alternative 
form of development. Consequently, the trust placed by the grassroots in its leaders, has enabled it to 
create a hybrid between civil and market societies. The paper argues that this hybridity creates the perfect 
space for instilling values necessary for preparing the rural populace of Sri Lanka to embrace experimental 
regulatory measures introduced within a neoliberal economy. 
 
3. Understanding the Role of National Development Experts in Development Ethnography 
 
Palash Kamruzzaman, University of Bath 
 
International aid architecture has created a space for development experts to operationalise development 
policies in various capacity. A growing body of literature exists highlighting the agency of this group 
through an ethnographic lens for deepening the understanding of development practice. However, this 
paper reveals that there is a gap in existing literature as the roles of national development experts (NDEs) 
remain rather unexplored in development. This paper aims to bridge this gap by introducing the NDEs as 
an unexplored actor in development and setting an agenda for further research. Drawing on from a 
Bangladesh case this paper argue that not only the accounts of NDEs will deepen the existing scholarship 
but also without their reflections we will only have partial development ethnographies. 
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Reddaway Room 
 
Translating Christianity: Print, Conversion and Religious Identity in Colonial India 
 
Chair: Leigh Denault, University of Cambridge 
 
1. The Words and Worlds of Munshi Meherullah: Muslim Apologetics in Late Colonial Bengal 
 
Mou Banerjee, Harvard University 
 
Muslim atrap communities in the eastern part of the Bengal Presidency (present day Bangladesh) were the 
target demographic of Christian conversion efforts in the last decades of the nineteenth century. This 
gave rise to Bengali Muslim apologetic movements, whose main actors and their audiences were 
representative of networks of medium and low thought. Debates (bahas) between Muslim preachers and 
Christian missionaries, as well as religious meetings (waz mahfils), characterized these apologetics. 
Disseminated through street-market chapbooks in Musalmani-Bengali or dobashi Bengali, such polemics 
translated the cultural valences of Christianity and Islam both as personal faith and as communitarian 
identifying markers. In this paper, I analyze a selection of such pamphlets authored by an itinerant tailor 
called Munshi Meherullah, who spearheaded the atrap Bengali reaction against missionary efforts. I also 
examine what it meant to be Muslim in the aspirationally pan-Islamic imagined community that evolved 
among Bengal's subaltern Muslim population. 
 
2. An Imperial Apostle? St Paul, Conversion and Bengali Christianity 
 
Shinjini Das, University of Cambridge 
 
This paper explores the locally specific (re)construction of a Biblical figure as St Paul in Bengal to 
understand ideologies of colonial conversion. Since the mid nineteenth century, missionary pamphlets 
and periodicals heralded St Paul as the ideal missionary who championed the cause of empire even while 
bridging religions as Paul converted from Judaism to Christianity in ancient Rome. Consequently, St Paul 
was invoked as the crucial mascot of Anglican Protestantism for the British missions, along with or even 
ahead of Christ. Through an examination of missionary discourses, Hindu and Islamic intellectual 
engagement as also Bengali convert narratives, I will use St Paul as a reference point to understand the 
dynamics of ‘vernacular Christianity’ in nineteenth-century Bengal. Drawing upon popular Christian 
publications, I will focus on ways in which Paul was rendered as crucial ideological resource for anti-
imperial sentiments or for reformist discourses on Hinduism.  
 
3. Encountering New Print Publics: Debating Christianity, Identity, and Society in the late-Colonial Hindi 
press 
 
Leigh Denault, University of Cambridge 
 
As Hindi-language printing began to boom from the late 1860s, so, too, did Hindi-language responses to 
Christianity. Beginning with Harischandra of Banaras, ‘father of modern Hindi,’ and his comparison of 
Islam, Hinduism and Christianity, and moving through both newspaper accounts of religious debates and 
individual conversion narratives in the early twentieth century, we can see how an engagement with 
Christianity provided a unique space for ‘Hindi publicists’ to re-evaluate Indian culture and society. 
Conversion narratives by Indian converts and missionaries, evangelical tracts, mentions of Christianity in 
newspapers, and records of religious debates and disputations, provide fascinating evidence of how new 
‘discourses of respectability,’ as well as both individual and social identities, can be traced through popular 
print explorations of religious difference. Following Saurabh Dube’s argument that ‘translating 
Christianity’ involved a process of ‘entanglement,’ or ‘thinking through colonial categories and vernacular 
idioms,’ this paper will argue that new ideas about gender, authority, identity, and society were being 
‘translated’, and ‘entangled,’ through the language and practice of religious exposition or debate, with a 
focus on Hindi as a novel medium of exchange and contestation.  
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4. Muslim- Christian Polemics and the Emergence of a “Rational” Muslim Discourse in Colonial South 
India 
 
Muhammed Niyas Ashraf, Freie Universität Berlin  
 
A significant feature of public life in nineteenth century Kerala was the theological encounters between 
Protestant missionaries and Muslims predominantly in the form of polemical encounters regarding 
theology and nature of Islamic belief and practice. This paper attempts to place the polemical writings of 
Sayyid Sanaullah Makti Tangal in the wider context of an age-old tradition of Muslim and Christian 
polemical interaction and conflict. He was the first Muslim in Kerala who defended Islam against the 
charges and attacked Christianity in turn. I will focus Makti as a polemicist who published anti-Christian 
polemical literature in Malayalam and his adoption of new methods and debates based on western 
theology, Bible commentaries and historical works to marshal his arguments. His reach and popularity 
was connected to the use of print. He was making a case for pure Islam underlined by its rationality and 
its appropriateness for modern life. His Islamic defensive mechanism was intended to create a modern 
Malayali Muslim community and strengthening Muslim solidarity in colonial Kerala.  
	  
 
Gaskoin Room 
 
The Faces of Secularism and Extremism: Bangladesh and its Diaspora 
 
Chair: Bidit Ray, Brunel University 

 
1. The Trajectories and Challenges of Secularism in Bangladesh 
 
Rokeya Chowdhury, University of Dhaka 
 
The secular and postsecular studies more often than not tend to fit legal systems within broad categories 
or models depending on the degree and nature of secularity. The proposed paper taking Bangladesh as an 
example will argue that secularism, as a discursive ideology needs context specific exploration beyond the 
established models. Secularism in Bangladesh though not based on a policy of secularization, was clearly 
intended to mete out a separation between state and religion, and also to prohibit use of religion in 
politics. This bottom line clearly marked the intended breakthrough from religious republicanism of 
Pakistan and also distinguished Bangladesh from its closest comparator India. The failure to articulate and 
uphold this distinctiveness has marked the bumpy ride of Bangladesh in way of establishing a truly secular 
constitutional and legal framework.  
 
2. The ‘Shahbag’ Protest and the Conflict of Identities in Bangladesh  
 
M Sanjeeb Hossain, University of Warwick 
 
On February 5, 2013, thousands of people began to gather at a busy intersection of Dhaka called Shahbag 
in protest of the Mollah verdict. They sparked off a remarkable protest reaffirming popular support for 
the justice process at the International Crimes Tribunals of Bangladesh. This paper argues that addressing 
the need for justice of the victims of 1971 was always sidestepped due to a combination of local and 
foreign factors and the Bengalis also witnessed the gradual political ascendance of the perpetrators of the 
wartime offences in 1971. Although Shahbag started off as a protest against one verdict, it revealed an 
ideological conflict that has been brewing between competing ideological identities since the rise of 
fundamentalist Islam since 1975. In this conflict one side is represented by secular-democratic nationalists 
who gathered in a non-violent protest at Shahbag and the other by Islamic fundamentalists who are 
directly associated with the war criminals of 1971 and responsible for the infamous blogger murders.  
 
3. Pens versus Machetes: Colliding Worlds in a Battle for Secular Bangladesh  
 
Rayhan Rashid, International Crimes Strategy Forum 
Haseeb Mahmud, Heilbronn University 
 
In the last two years, five secular bloggers have been brutally murdered by the Islamic extremists in 
Bangladesh. The publishers, including the retailers of books are also facing direct threats and murderous 



	   7 

attacks. Two publishers have recently been attacked leaving one dead, and the other critically injured. The 
media and the civil society have also been starkly warned by the extremists of similar fate. Locating the 
nature of the conflict, this paper is set on the premise that while these murders and threats underline a 
consistent design to stifle free speech, which have traditionally advanced various secular agenda, they also 
bear hallmarks of a broader internationalised terrorist ambition despite the localised and often disjointed 
nature of operations of the perpetrating groups. Building on that, relying on publicly available traditional 
and social media-data, the paper then looks at the State responses towards these atrocities critically 
examining the two approaches that are perceived to have been adopted by the government, namely, the 
‘law enforcement approach’, and the ‘counter terrorism approach.’ 
 
4. Analysing the Nature and Implications of Religious Extremism among British Bangladeshi Diaspora  

 
Haseeb Mahmud, Heilbronn University  
Bidit Dey, Brunel University 
 
There is increasing evidence of radicalisation among Bangladeshi diaspora in Europe and North America. 
A number of individuals of Bangladeshi origin have reportedly travelled to the Middle East to join the 
Islamic State. Some of the religious institutes and organisations operating in Bangladeshi concentrated 
areas in the UK have come under intense scrutiny for their alleged/suspected terror links. Very recently, 
Bangladeshi Prime Minister has requested British Government to tackle extremism in the UK, that 
appears to have established strong link with Jihadist outfits in Bangladesh. However, Bangladesh at its 
inception had strong commitment toward secularism and linguistic nationalism. Sylhet region, where a 
vast majority of British Bangladeshis come from, has a long and rich history and heritage of religious 
tolerance, secularist ethos and progressive norms. The proposed paper aims to investigate the nature of 
extremism among Bangladeshi diaspora, particularly the one based in the UK and analyse its inter-relation 
with global and Bangladeshi jihadists and assess its influence on the future of the secular government and 
politics in Bangladesh. 
 
 
Old Senior  Common Room 
 
Social and Political Relations in South Asia and Beyond 

Chair: Philippa Williams, Queen Mary, University of London 

1. The Work of Ethnicity: Contemporary Perspectives from Youth in Colombo 
  
Giyani Venya De Silva, University of Oxford  
 
Ethnic politics lie at the heart of post-independence transformations in Sri Lanka. A significant body of 
research has explored the history and functioning of ethnic identity in Sri Lanka but, for understandable 
reasons, focused primarily on the country’s north and east. Thus, some important questions remain 
unanswered. How have ethnic identities been (re)produced since the conclusion of the civil conflict? 
What is the work of ethnicity in contexts beyond the former sites of conflict – such as Colombo, Sri 
Lanka’s most populous and ethnically diverse city? This paper responds to these questions by drawing on 
ethnographic fieldwork conducted in Colombo from July 2013 – August 2014 with youth aged 16-19. 
Through a focus on narrative, it seeks to provide an insight to how ethnicity functions not only as a lens 
with which youth in Colombo perceive their lived experience, but also an underlying framework by which 
it is apprehended 

2. Martyrs, Flags and Funerals: Caste and Catholicism in Post-War Sri Lanka 
 
Dominic Esler, University College London 
 
There has been a renewed interest in the anthropological study of caste in the aftermath of Sri Lanka’s 
civil war, and this paper engages with that burgeoning discussion by drawing on ethnographic fieldwork 
among Catholic Tamils in Mannar District. While recent scholarship has often focussed on caste 
discrimination, the paper will examine both inter- and intra- caste dynamics to demonstrate that caste is 
articulated not simply through local notions of hierarchy but through a variety of hitherto overlooked 
practices and relationships. At the centre of these are extensive kinship networks and formal caste 
associations that cross not only large distances but sometimes even ethnic lines. These will be shown to 
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have a complex interaction with the Catholic Church at various levels, belying simplistic notions of caste 
as a Hindu phenomenon. In conclusion, the ethnographic evidence will be used to propose new 
approaches for the anthropology of caste in Sri Lanka.  
 
3. Indian Diaspora/ Migrants in Thailand, Vietnam and Cambodia: The Similarities and Differences in 
Soft Power Implementation  

Piyanat Soikham, University of St Andrews  
 
The previous studies mention that Indian diaspora play a key role in strengthening bilateral relations 
between India and their current residents. However, the diaspora in each country engage themselves with 
local communities differently due to historical and normative backgrounds. This paper highlights the 
factors that catalyse the Indian diaspora and their participation in Indian Soft Power towards Thailand, 
Vietnam and Cambodia. This study conducts documentary research and interviews with Indian diaspora 
and key informants during a three-month field research in 2015. The preliminary result shows that the 
term ‘Diaspora’ tends to describe Indians who have been living in Thailand continuously, while ‘Migrants’ 
seem to define Indian communities in Vietnam and Cambodia, which have recently been re-established 
shortly after wars since 1980s. Furthermore, the gaps in the perception on ‘India’ ‘Identity’ and ‘Interest’ 
amongst the old and new generations lead to different engagement levels in foreign affairs. 

 

Gordon Cameron Lec ture  Theatr e  

Performance, Power and State in South Asia 

Chair: Nicholas Evans, University of Cambridge 

1. Disciplining Narratives of Pain: Corpses and Military Funerals in Pakistan 

Maria Rashid, School of Oriental and African Studies 
  

Nation-states at war invest heavily in the management of grief through carefully crafted commemorative 
rituals for mourning dead soldiers. These rituals reflect a powerful mix of grief and a celebration of 
religious nationalism and sacrifice. They represent sites where the staged encounter between the state and 
its subjects is at its most dramatic, where these spectacles organized by statist power are aided by those 
who have lost the most in war, the families of martyrs. Through the analysis of funerals of martyrs in a 
‘martial’ village in Punjab, Pakistan and reflections of family members, villagers and local clerics, the 
paper seeks to understand what makes these collusions and enactments of grief possible. It explores the 
processes of disciplining and re-purposing of a private moment that allows the corporality of the 
mutilated body to be reconstructed into an objectified flag draped coffin 

2. Persian Lithograph Printing in the 1840s and 1850s in North India 
 
Zahra Shah, University of Oxford 
 
During the 1840s and 1850s, the expansion and success of lithographic printing in India resulted in the 
publication of thousands of works in Indian languages. This paper considers the neglected case of Persian 
printing during this period and provides an overview of emerging trends in Persian lithographic 
publishing. It shows the role played by the continued existence of what are usually considered to be 
‘traditional’ skills, as well as networks of teachers, students and patrons, in maintaining continuity and 
facilitating the (never-complete) transition of Persian from manuscript to print. In order to investigate 
these themes, the paper focuses on the life and works of Imam Bakhsh Sahbai, a teacher at the Delhi 
College whose works have received little attention in English to date. 
 
3. Darśan in Museum Cabinets: Problematizing Museum Culture 
 
Valentina Gamberi, University of Chester 
 
Darśan is an exchange of gazes between the Hindu worshipper and the deity who is believed to inhabit 
her visual representation. Darśan challenges museum culture, characterised by an act of looking conceived 
as an intellectual operation by which understanding reified, scientific theories, or appreciating an 
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ennobling, abstract beauty. Indian museums, consequently, have to face two conflictual aspects: the 
educative mission of the museum, and the jadughar (house of magic; Elliott, 2006, 66-67), where new 
types of religious pilgrimages can be observed. A similar phenomenon, on a smaller scale, can be found in 
the reconstructions of temples and shrines in Western museums, where curators are not fully aware of the 
level of sacredness stimulated by these recreations. The paper compares fieldwork data, collected among 
ten Western museums, to studies on Indian museums in order to problematize the idea of museum as a 
cultural institution. 
 
4. The Organisational Vote: Making sense of Political Socialisation in an Indian Campus 

Jean-Thomas Martelli, King’s College London 
Khaliq Parkar,  TISS-UNFPA Center of Excellence, India  
 
Political Science in the particular context of India (and beyond) is keen on depicting democratic election 
as a way of quantifying support for an individual, a party, and the ideas it promotes. However, it is often 
difficult to precise the nature of the interaction between representing and represented through the lens of 
election only. Does the voter expressing ideological commitment or a form of political patronage? In this 
paper, we look at data collected by political activists in Jawaharlal Nehru University student elections in 
various years since 2004. As every individual casts several votes recorded by polling agents, it is possible 
to understand how certain vote combinations suggest the existence of a socialisation process between 
students and representative student outfits. Complementing the study by a 16-month-long ethnography, I 
argue that through specific voting patterns − the "freeze votes" and "panel votes" − are strong indicators 
of organisational influence in campus. These socialization processes are brought about under the 
leadership of political structures and their student wings.  

 
15:30- 17:00 
 
Trust  Room 
 
The East India Company and the College of Fort William: Art, Literature, Politics 
 
Chair: David Washbrook, University of Cambridge 
 
1. The Politics of the East India Company’s Colleges 
 
Joshua Ehrlich, Harvard University 
 
The paper will examine the battle between Governor-General Wellesley and the Court of Directors over 
the colleges of Fort William and Haileybury. Referring to the former, Wellesley declared memorably that 
“the college must stand or the empire must fall.” This paper will investigate the political stakes of these 
institutions, and ask why they should have been so high. At the turn of the nineteenth century, it will 
argue, knowledge and education became a principal site for debates about power and ideology. As 
Wellesley’s administration took on the functions and trappings of a sovereign, old patterns of scholarly 
patronage gave way to a new politics configuring knowledge as a province of state. 
 
2. Kinship of Vernaculars: The Comparative Rhetoric of Early Colonial Hindustani Grammars 
 
Diviya Pant, University of Kent 
 
This paper attends to the early works of a pioneering figure at the College of Fort William -- John 
Borthwick Gilchrist -- and highlights the rhetoric of analogy deployed to uphold ‘Hindustani’ as a 
desirable modern standard language. Reading the prefatory remarks of Grammar of the Hindoostanee 
Language (1796), Anti-Jargonist (1800), Oriental Linguist(1802), and Hindoostanee Philology (1810), I 
observe that a topos of kinship is forged between Hindustani and English, elaborated in terms of their 
genealogies, relationship with classical others, and hybrid natures. Pitching the two vernaculars as 
potential equals while maintaining a power gradient between them, I suggest, abides by an idiom of a 
‘modern’ and ‘liberal’ Empire even as it creates a template-space for a ‘modern standard’ native 
vernacular. I locate Gilchrist amid the comparativism ubiquitous in orientalist philology and British 
Imperial attitudes, to add nuance to the narrative of Imperial self perception as mediated by the language 
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question in colonial India. 
 
3. Fort William College and the Manufacture of Immaturity 
 
Cleo Roberts, University of Liverpool  
 
Fort William College was ostensibly a place of ‘scorpian rules’. Through rigorous examinations, heavily 
timetabled days, expectations of‘ efficient discipline’ combined with lending libraries of exquisite literature 
it intended to formulate a civilised, enlightened and litigious male class. However, despite Wellesley’s 
ambitious project to manufacture ‘instruments’ of state, a group renouned for their profligate lifestyle 
emerged. This paper will look at how these educational aims were substantiated and ask to what extent 
the College incubated a culture of irreversible boyhood? Given the reticence to punish these students, it 
will argue that a lifestyle of leisure and loaferism was engineered at the expense of the Company’s 
credibility both in India and abroad. 
 
 
Reddaway Room 

Roundtable: Academic freedom in South Asia 
 
Chair: Joya Chatterji, University of Cambridge 
 
Discussants: 

1. Priyamvada Gopal, University of Cambridge 
2. Humeira Iqtidar, King’s College London 
3. Edward Anderson, University of Cambridge 
4. Parth Pratim Shil, University of Cambridge 
5. Laurence Gautier, University of Cambridge 
6. Mamun Rashid, University of Cambridge 
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7 April 
 
9:00- 10:30  
 
Trust  Room 
 
Realms of Government: Crime and Contestation, 1858-1992 
 
Chair: Taylor Sherman, London School of Economics 

 1. Legitimising Colonial Rule: The Politics of Imperial Clemency in the 19th Century 
 
Alastair McClure, University of Cambridge 
 
The Queen’s Proclamation in 1858, her first gesture as the sovereign figurehead of India, offered 
clemency to large numbers of those involved in the Rebellion. From this point onwards the figure of 
the Queen would be invoked to offer a form of legitimacy to the colonial government. Jubilee 
celebrations in particular, were public spectacles in which the colonial state projected an idealised 
image of the values that its government represented. In these moments, like in the proclamation, the 
use of royal clemency reappeared, with up to ten per cent of the prison population being released. 
With infanticidal women being preferred to other categories of criminals, including European men, 
the paper tracks the politics behind the choice of those receiving jubilee clemency, which were 
conscious inversions of criminal law practices in the everyday. It also examines how growing 
nationalist sentiment increasingly subjected these imperial moments to greater scrutiny as the 
century progressed.  
	  
2. Crime and Politics in Late Colonial India: Legitimizing Urban Policing Practices and its Post-
Colonial Legacy 
 
Ishan Mukherjee, University of Cambridge 
 
In the backdrop of post-war upsurges and communal riots in nineteen forties Calcutta, this paper 
traces the story of two ‘goondas’ who were sought to be brought to book by the city police on 
charges of ‘hooliganism’. Crime in colonial India was traditionally understood as a consequence of 
the criminal’s social milieu or as a hereditary trait that natives born into certain communities 
acquired by birth. Towards the end of colonial rule, this paper argues, crime was increasingly coming 
to be perceived as ‘political’, or at least committed under the ‘instigation’ of political parties and 
leaders. Thus, the focus of the policing apparatus shifted from the criminal body to that of criminal 
behavior. This was also accompanied by the suspension of the use of ordinary laws and the 
increasing application of emergency powers in policing urban crime. This paper charts the legacy of 
this process of legitimizing exceptional legal and governmental practices in post-colonial India. 
 
3. Politics of Legitimising Personal Law in Post-Independence India 
 
Saumya Saxena, University of Cambridge 
 
This paper analyses the intersection- overlap and conflict between customary, statutory and 
religious-personal law regimes in matters of ‘family law’. It studies two historic cases: Shah Bano’s 
divorce and her subsequent destitution enabled in the name of Muslim Personal Law (1985); and 
Roop Kanwar’s murder/suicide in the name of Sati, which resulted in no conviction despite an 
astounding number of eye-witnesses (1987). Shah Bano’s case not only posited religion and state as 
players competing for legitimacy, but also evidenced contestations within the institutions of the 
state- the legislature and the judiciary. Roop Kanwar case on the other hand challenged the edifices 
of India’s criminal justice system. While large scale protests ensued against the incident, particularly 
from civil society groups, there were also counter-protests demanding the right to ‘freedom of 
religion’ to commit Sati. The pro-Sati lobby in fact, quoted Shah Bano’s case to protest state-
interference in religious matters, thus further complicating legal categories of ‘civil’ and ‘criminal’ 
law.  
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Reddaway Room 
 
Complicating Islam across South Asia 
 
Chair: Majid Sheikh, Lahore University of Management Sciences 
 
1. Hindu rituals during Muharram in North India 
 
Ali Khan, Ashoka University 
 
The advent of Muharram often marks heightened sectarian tensions in many parts of the world. 
Often these are the result of theological differences but as often they are to do with the assertion of 
control over public space as well as the economic, social and cultural disparities and inequalities. 
However, there are a few instances where these contested spaces are shared and inhabited by people 
from different communities and backgrounds. The paper proposes to explore Hindu rituals and 
observances of Muharram in Awadh. Every year the commemorations of Muharram in India and in 
particular in the region in and around Lucknow is witness to Hindus not only taking part in 
processions and other rituals but indeed also maintaining their own particular set of 
traditions. There are a number of interesting aspects to these rituals including an unique oral literary 
tradition, chowki bharna or a set of practices that are unique to Hindu women who participate, 
taziyadaari or the keeping night vigils over bamboo and paper replicas of the shrine of Imam Hussain 
and many other practices which are unique to Hindu commemorations of the martyrdom of Imam 
Hussain. Much of the work will be based on ethnographic work while the historical roots of these 
practices will provide the context for their development.  
 
2. The Genesis, Evolution and Impact of ‘Deobandi’ Islam on the Punjab 
 
Tahir Kamran, Government College, Lahore 
 
This paper discusses the process that culminated in the proliferation of the Deobandi Islam in the 
Punjab that eventually orchestrated terrorism in the closing years of the twentieth century. Contrary 
to the local forms of Islam centreing on Sufi (or sajjada nishin) and shrine (or dargah), Deobandi 
Islam was disseminated through ulema and madaris. The shift from sajjada nishin and dargah to 
ulema and madaris profoundly changed the religious outlook at a popular level. Deobandi influence 
was quite tangible in the cities such as Ludhiana, Jullunder, Amritsar and Lahore in the 1920s. The 
Deobandi denomination started articulating itself as an effective political force when Majlis-i-Ahrar-
i-Islam was founded in 1929.  Another strand of the Deobandi creed was spawned in the form of 
Tablighi Jama’at, which was particularly active in Eastern Punjab. The Partition of India (1947) 
caused all Deobandi madaris in East Punjab to be relocated to the Western part, which resultantly 
became its hub in the post-1947 era. Thus we see the madrisas like Khair ul Madaris, Maktaba-i-
Rashidia and Jamia-i-Ashrafia forming in various cities of Pakistani Punjab. The 1953 Anti-
Ahmediyya movement, Tehreek-i-Nizam-i-Mustafa—launched against Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto in 1977, 
the Afghan Jihad, the Iran revolution and Zia ul Haq’s Islamization went a long way to bring 
Deobandis to the centre stage of Pakistan’s socio-political landscape. Not only did Jihad and takfeer 
gain wide currency, but sectarian groups drew extraordinary strength in such a conducive 
environment. Besides this, certain legislative measures such as blasphemy laws of the 1980s handed 
the extremist cleric a license to persecute minorities. 
 
3. ‘We are Shudras first, Muslims After’: Caste and Islam in Colonial and Postcolonial North India 
 
Mridu Rai, Presidency University, Kolkata 
 
“We are Shudras; we are the indigenous peoples of India. We are Muslims after”. So spoke Ali 
Anwar in 2007 to a gathering of Hindu dalits and those his movement—the Pasmanda Muslim 
Mahaz—insistently names Muslim backward castes. Asserting pasmanda identity has become an 
important element of Indian Muslim politics. Discounting it are the ashraf who, denying caste, 
project a religiously united constituency. The contention centres on the observation/neglect of the 
Islamic principle of human equality: the ashraf claim to uphold it while the pasmanda, challenging 
them, assert they are the better Muslims for contesting hierarchical practices.  
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Muslims have long struggled with the dilemma of a normative equality in Islam straining against the 
ambient reality of a hierarchical division accentuated by caste. This paper traces the historical 
context when the interests of disadvantaged Muslims required a voice—dissonant from their 
privileged co-religionists’—acknowledging the social actuality of caste without denying any part of 
their religious identity.  
 
 
Gaskoin Room 
 
Writing Transnational Histories of South Asian Monarchies: Between Regional Dynamism 
and Global Entanglement, c. 1850-1950 
 
Chair: Jörg Gengnagel, Heidelberg University 
 
1. The King, the Court, and the City: On a Controversy about the Construction of a New Gate in 
Jaipur  

Jörg Gengnagel, Heidelberg University 
 
Man Singh II, the Maharaja of Jaipur, and his court decided in 1933 to move outside the walled city 
of Jaipur to the new Rambagh Palace situated in the South of the town. The building was lavishly 
refurbished by the Maharaja’s favorite interior designer Charles Hammond of London at the cost of 
4 million rupees and thus provided for a modern, up-to-date style of living compared to the old 
residence in the City Palace, built in the first half of the 18th century.  

However, there was one major disadvantage brought about by the new location of the Rambagh 
palace outside the walled city: the Maharaja and his company could not enter into the walled city in a 
form suitable for ceremonial movements in space. This led to an unusual request by Maharaja Man 
Singh II: a new gate should be added to the city wall. This would allow for the construction of a new 
road granting a direct connection between the old and the new residence and thus an appropriate 
ceremonial entry by the King and this company. But the representatives of the religious specialists 
met at their assembly hall called Mauj Mandir (Dharm Sabh�) and stated in a document 
undersigned by six members that they thought it not proper to construct a new gate in the south of 
the city.  

In this conflict during the first half of the 20th century the spatial setting of the ruling dynasty’s 
residence Jaipur provides the stage for representatives of mainly two status groups: the nobility of 
the local dynasty of the Kachvahas and the court administration with their ruler Maharaja Man 
Singh II and the religious elite and their representatives. In this paper I would like to contextualize 
the interaction of these two groups within cultural and social changes that led to a whole series of 
additions and re-structuring of space from the 18th to the present day. Power and ruler ship was 
negotiated in space; Gods, Goddesses, kings and priests have been and are highly mobile. One of 
the tasks of the actors was to connect old and new places, old and new practices and thereby grant 
continuity in rapidly changing social, political and cultural settings. 

2. Transnational Entanglements, Shifting Political Cultures: Kingship, Law, and Collective Identity 
in Nineteenth Century Nepal 

Simon Cubelic, Heidelberg Academy of Sciences and Humanities 
 
This paper adopts a transnational history methodology to chart legal, political, and cultural 
transformations in nineteenth-century Nepal, as visible especially through the construction of the 
Muluki ̄ Ain of 1854. The composition of this first legal code of Nepal is attributed to a state visit of 
Prime Minister Jan ̇g Baha ̄dur Ra ̄n ̣a ̄ of Nepal to France and Britain in 1850-1851. Taking this as a 
point of departure, the paper discusses how Nepal’s domestic legal-political cultures changed in the 
nineteenth century in response to the country’s socio-political relations with foreign powers, 
especially the British Indian Empire. This was visible in the advent of new concepts of collective 
identity and territoriality, proclaiming Nepal as the only remaining Hindu kingdom in the world, and 
instantiating this through the establishment of a uniform caste hierarchy which reshaped the 
everyday lives and identities of Nepal’s common people. 
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3. Between the British Indian Empire, European Royal Networks, and the Papacy: Writing a 
Transnational History of Late Nineteenth-Century Cooch Behar  

Milinda Banerjee, Presidency University 
 
This paper relates detailed local histories of the princely state of Cooch Behar with a study of the 
intellectual exchanges and political alliances that connected the state to British India and Europe in 
the late nineteenth century. Cooch Behar was substantially transformed between the 1860s and 
1900s due to British imperial considerations of managing relations with Bhutan, colonial policies of 
revenue maximization, and the emergence of an aggressively reformist ruling elite with strong 
connections with British (and later, more broadly, European) royalty and administrative classes. 
Even Papal rulership in the global Catholic Church was occasionally cited as a model during the 
ensuing controversies. I argue that the resultant debates radically reformulated imaginings about 
rulership, political-economic ‘development’ and civilizing mission, theology, and gender relations. I 
demonstrate how these changes altered structures and idioms of sovereign authority in Cooch 
Behar, affected the lives and ‘lower caste’ politics of the subject communities, and transformed the 
course of socio-religious reform and constitutionalist discussion in British India. 

 

Old Sen ior  Common Room 

Examining Claims of ‘Transformative Constitutionalism’ in India and Nepal 

Chair: Berenice Guyot-Rechard, King's College London 

1. Comprehending Trends in Social Rights Adjudication in India  

Souvanik Mullick, Yale University 
 
My paper will study social rights adjudication of the Delhi High Court from 2000 to 2010 in contrast 
with the social rights adjudication at the Supreme Court. There is an apparent contradiction in the 
two sets of caselaw, in terms of their outcomes. In the context of Delhi, till the Commonwealth 
Games in 2010, social rights were ignored in favour of developing a ‘world class city’. This 
contradiction is usually made sense of, by socially concerned legal scholars, as a lament and the 
political right, as a case of necessary course correction towards development. Moving away from 
these interpretations, I will examine this apparent contradiction by grounding social rights 
jurisprudence in the larger political context. By collapsing the periodisation of these contradictions 
and analysing the rise of social rights jurisprudence post-Emergency, my paper also seeks to 
comment on the impact of liberalisation of the economy to adjudicative practices in the social 
domain. 

2. Historicizing the Emergence of a "Transformative" Constitution in Nepal 

Amy Johnson, Yale University 
 
On 20 September 2015, Nepali lawmakers ratified a new constitution. Its genealogy traces back 
tothe end of the Shah monarchy and the Maoist-State Civil Conflict (1996-2006). At the signing of 
the Comprehensive Peace Agreement, the public was promised a policy of social transformation 
that would end caste, religious, cultural, and regional discrimination. Transformation was to be 
delivered through the constitution, and the preamble frames the document as fulfilling Nepal’s 
aspiration for “perpetual peace.” Yet, in the weeks leading up to the promulgation, protests erupted 
to oppose its perceived caste, religious, cultural, and regional discriminations. Through a close 
analysis of the scenario surrounding the final days of the constitution drafting process, this paper 
probes the contradictions of the constitution’s claims to direct social transformation and peace. Of 
special interest is the midnight decision on federal provinces, which instantiates structural 
inequalities that limit the participation of marginalized groups in government. 
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3. Constituent power and social transformation: Fundamental rights and directive principles in the 
Indian Constitution 

Moiz Tundawala, London School of Economics and Political Science 
 
My paper will offer a theoretical explanation for the constitutional distinction between fundamental 
rights and directive principles by closely studying debates pertaining to the social question in and 
around the Indian Constituent Assembly. It will make a case for moving beyond the paradigm of 
liberal constitutionalism in order to understand the way in which provisions pertaining to social 
entitlements came to be structured under the postcolonial Constitution. Instead, by taking social 
transformation as the uncontested telos of swaraj for the founding generation, it will situate their 
rival contestations about its nature and form within discourses around revolutionary and 
constitutionalist accounts of constituent power. In the light of this discussion, the paper will 
propose a fresh interpretation of the eventual decision to posit Government in Parliament as the 
central agent of the constitutionally sanctioned social transformation project as a distinct expression 
of constituent power under conditions of postcolonial democracy. 

 

Gordon Cameron Lec ture  Theatr e  

Gender and Violence in India and the Diaspora 

Chair: Deborah Sutton, Lancaster University 

1. ‘My Wife had to get Sterilised’: Exploring Women’s Experiences of Sterilisation under the 
Emergency in India, 1975-1977 

Gemma Scott, Keele University 
 
Existing scholarship on the Emergency’s sterilisation programme excludes women’s experiences, 
echoing the Shah Commission of Inquiry’s focus on men’s complaints against the government in its 
published reports. My paper re-orients historical understandings of this programme to account for 
female sterilisation during 1975-1977. By reading the Commission’s extensive archived files against 
the grain, I explore how we might use the male-dominated archive to illuminate this repressive 
policy’s impact on India’s women. The paper discusses instances where men used their wives to 
negotiate the pressure to get sterilised, the negative impacts of coercion on the ‘girl child’ and the 
dire consequences of the Emergency’s single minded focus on sterilisation for the mother and child 
health programme. Through these discussions I argue that such measures exacerbated existing 
gendered biases. In doing so, this paper challenges dominant understandings of the Emergency’s 
sterilisation programme and voices marginalised narratives of women’s experiences.  
 
2. Pre-Marital Relationships and Violence: Making of Modern Indian Coupledom 
 
Parul Bhandari  
 
Scholarly works on Indian coupledom have largely focussed on marital unions. However, little 
attention has been paid to pre-marital relationships that in significant ways shape conceptions of 
conjugality. In order to query the rhetoric of individual agency and ‘freedom’ that often gets 
associated with pre-marital relationships, this paper explores a specific aspect of pre-marital 
experiences of the professionals in New Delhi; the emotional trauma and physical abuse faced by 
men and women. The paper argues that much like marriage, pre-marital relationships too are shaped 
by gender asymmetry, violence, and trauma. In fact, these experiences are crucial in establishing and 
normalising gender asymmetry and violence in other intimate relationships, especially conjugal 
unions. Drawing on Sociological and Anthropological theories, and Gender studies, this paper 
unpacks the paradox of the modern pre-marital relationship; one that emanates from a desire to be 
different than a marital union, but which inevitably adheres to norms and behavior that models 
these relationships on the asymmetrical contours of marital relationships.   
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3. Imperfect victims?: Female Sex Workers’ Everyday Experiences of Violence in India 

Mirna Guha, University of East Anglia  
 
The Delhi rape case of December 2012 sparked national outrage on the issue of gender-based 
violence in India. Within political debates on women’s safety, conservative views on women’s 
mobility, ‘appropriate’ clothing and public behaviour proliferated (BBC, June 2014). A rape case 
from Kolkata, eight months before, made headlines for comments aired by a state government 
minister who dismissed the victim (and her allegations) as a disgruntled sex worker; the denial of sex 
workers’ rights to freedom from violence was implicitly underlined. In this paper, I challenge this by 
including sex workers within ongoing discussions on victimhood, safety and gender-based violence 
in India. I present findings from an eight-month long qualitative study (Aug 2014- May 2015) on the 
lives of (former and present) female sex workers in red-light areas, rural communities and a shelter 
home, in the eastern Indian state of West Bengal. They show how these women identify and 
negotiate experiences of violence in their everyday lives. Disentangling the notion that sex work is 
inherently violent, I explore ways in which female sex workers locate and contextualize experiences 
of violence within a complex web of social relationships which frame their lives as South Asian, low-
income earning women working in the unregulated labour market.  
 
4. The Role of Women and Gender in Short Stories of Rabindranath Tagore: An Anthropological 
Introspection on Kinship and Family in Relation to Gender 

Nandini Sen, Goethe University 
 
This paper examines female protagonists in Rabindranath Tagore’s stories and novellas 
from a social anthropological viewpoint, focusing on kinship relations. Here, kinship is 
defined as an extension of familial relationships to the community (common ethnic-social 
life, locality and religion) in such a way as to achieve progressively higher levels of social 
integration and extensive social networks through marriage alliances and lines of descent. I 
demonstrate how these characters distinctly challenged and at the same time reinforced the 
conventional sense of kinship in Bengali middle and upper-middle class society of late 
nineteenth and early twentieth century. Thus, a model for kinship was developed through 
negotiation between these women and their immediate societies, creation of choices. 
Studying how the characters placed the universality of family and kinship structures into 
question, I argue that parameters of kinship organisation need to be redefined, with 
plurality and difference as basis of inquiry rather than universality. 
 
 
11:00- 12:30 

Trust  Room 

The Present’s Past: Historicizing the ‘Political’ in Kashmir 

Chair: Andrew Whitehead, Queen Mary University of London 

1. The Geographies of Belonging, and the Making of the Political in Kashmir in the 1940s 

Idrees Kanth, University of Leiden 
 
My attempt in the paper is to understand whether the absence of ‘land’ as a category [that people 
identify with beyond its materiality] in the political vocabulary and discourse of Kashmiri Muslims in 
the mid twentieth century can be related to questions of belonging in the past. In the process I seek 
to problematize the discourse of belonging beyond the regional and the religious in Kashmir that 
historians [Zutshi, Rai] in the past have emphasized. From within that particular framework of 
belonging, I analyse political culture and everyday politics in Kashmir in the 1940s, particularly 
around 1945-46 and conclude that land and territory were not part of the imagination through 
which the Kashmiri Muslims saw themselves as a community. In other words their idea of 
community and a people did not have a territorial imagination, despite that Kashmir is now 
primarily seen as a territorial dispute. 
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2. Everyday Politics of Mohalla Maisuma, Srinagar: Notes on Azadi and its Actions  

Sarbani Sharma, Delhi School of Economics 
 
Based on ethnographic research, my paper looks into the particular case study of Maisuma, a 
mohalla in Srinagar, to explore how certain localities and neighborhoods take form through 
practices of resistance and faith, memories of violence and everyday negotiations of selfhood. It is 
interesting to note how history and memory are constantly narrated and invoked by the inhabitants 
of Maisuma to explain violence, class relations and practices of everyday life. The paper can also 
possibly reveal a paradox that grips the locality today: on the one hand Maisuma is the image that is 
constantly zoomed in and out to reflect Kashmir on the disaggregated media screen, and on the 
other, the life in Maisuma is only hollow(er), making its own image fade day by day. Through an 
analysis of local and location, selfhood and identity, biographies and contested histories, and 
eccentricity and community, this paper tries to make sense of politics of a mohalla in relation to the 
broad narratives of Kashmiri politics. 

3. A Kashmir of their Own: Reading Marginalised Literary Voices and Exclusionary Politics 

Debadrita Chakraborty, Cardiff University  
 
Kashmir, since partition has forever been maligned with controversies. While silence about Partition 
continues within the public sphere, there are overt and implied reminders of the loss, violence and 
partition’s unfinished business in the form of Kashmir. Frequent debates on the Kashmir 
controversy have taken place in the media but never has Kashmiri literature and its impact been 
discussed within the Indian public sphere. So much so, that in the year 2012, that the first ever 
literary festival in Kashmir had to be called off on the pretext of the event being labelled as a 
propaganda by religious and cultural figures in the territory of Kashmir. It therefore becomes 
imperative at this point to probe into the themes of contemporary Kashmiri literature and the 
gaping absence of discussions on them within the public sphere. I will be looking at contemporary 
novels and whether they have been able to create any impact within the Indian public sphere. In this 
context, I will be looking at how Kashmiri literature has or has not played a significant role to 
initiate public debates and discussions both in the national and global sphere. I wish to examine the 
themes within Kashmiri fiction which are akin to the social and political problems plaguing the 
Kashmiri society and its people. My research will delve into the concepts of memory, partition, and 
displacement along with theories like postcolonialism, neoliberalism, consumerism and hegemony in 
order to examine the Kashmiri texts. 
 
 
Reddaway Room 
 
Contested Identity and Urban Spaces in Contemporary India 
 
Chair: Prithvi Hirani, Aberystwyth University 
 
1. Muslims in Old Delhi: Place and Belonging in Contemporary India 
 
Kalyani Devaki Menon, DePaul University 
 
In contemporary India, Muslims have had to contend with the extreme violence of the Hindu Right 
that imagines India as a Hindu nation, while also becoming the targets of surveillance, extrajudicial 
killings, detention, and arrests under the anti-terrorism laws of the state. How do Muslims make 
place for themselves in a country where they consistently encounter exclusionary visions of nation, 
and are routinely cast as security threats? Using interviews, observations, newspaper articles, and 
reports gathered during fieldwork with diverse groups of Muslims in Old Delhi, I explore how they 
negotiate differential experiences of citizenship in everyday life to make home and construct 
belonging in India. I examine how Old Delhi is increasingly constructed as a Muslim place, a refuge 
in insecure times. However, such notions of place are also linked to discourses of nation and 
security that render some places inhospitable to Muslims while 'securing' them in others. 

2.‘Getting By’: Narratives of Everyday Social Practices Amongst African Migrant Communities in 
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Delhi 

Bani Gill, University of Copenhagen 

Many African communities- from Somalia, DRC, Uganda, Nigeria- have migrated to urban centers 
in India in recent years for asylum, medical, educational and business purposes. Through 
ethnographic fieldwork in Delhi, this paper examines the narratives of various African migrant 
communities seeking livelihood alternatives and/or asylum in the increasingly racialised context of 
urban India, where xenophobic tensions, gendered stereotypes and mundane acts of everyday 
violence threaten to shape this ‘new’ interaction. At the same time, the urban landscape of Delhi- 
and specific localities that have come to be characterized as ‘African ghettos’- are also spaces 
through which claims over the city are actualized through underground African kitchens, bars, 
beauty salons, music studios and football clubs. Conceptually then, this paper assesses how racialised 
migrant minorities from African negotiate, participate in and transform the cityscape of Delhi 
through narrative configurations and socio-cultural everyday practices. 

3. Mumbai’s Chhota Pakistans: Exploring the Border in Urban Space.  
 
Prithvi Hirani, Aberystwyth University  
 
The 1992-93 Bombay riots have inscribed a violent geography of exclusion that even more than 20 
years after the riots, continues to create ‘landscapes of exclusions and mindscapes of denial’.There is 
no denying that the ghettoisation of Muslims in the city, everyday spatial marginalisations, and 
stereotypical narratives have not only re-ordered the city but has also re-bordered it. Like the 
immigrant-impacted banlieues or ‘banned’ parts, Mumbai’s chhota Pakistans’ are a part of the city’s 
excluded political geography or in the words of Edward Soja ‘unjust geography’. Understanding the 
border as both practice as well as embodiment, this paper also elucidates the precarious lives of 
il/legal Bangladeshi in Mumbai’s slums to trace the way in which the border migrates to the city. 
Finally, using ethnographic fieldwork, participant observations and interviews conducted in Mumbai 
this paper discusses the micro-politics of Mumbai’s urban border, the way it is produced, traversed 
and transgressed on a daily basis.  
 
4. Statues of Dis ‘Order’: Ambedkar Parks and Dalit Politics in India  
 
Sruthi Muraleedharan, School of Oriental and African Studies 
 
This study aims to explore the role of Ambedkar statues in Dalit politics and the implications for the 
wider democratic dynamics in India. In particular, it examines the role of ‘Ambedkar Samajik 
Parivartan Sthal’ or Ambedkar Parks built by Mayawati, the first Dalit Chief Minister of Uttar 
Pradesh during her last term [2007-2012]. The Dalit’s negative identity based on historical suffering 
and humiliation was re-signified within the caste structure into a positive political value by 
Ambedkar. This paper would explore the relationship between how Ambedkar’s iconography in the 
form of statues is reflective of politics of defiance and produces borders of normative order. The 
first section on Symbolic Habitus and Performativity: Performance of Defiance discusses the Ambedkar statue 
as emblematic of Dalit assertion. In the second section on Symbolic Capital and Democracy, I chart how 
Mayawati’s monument building intervenes in the Nationalist /Hindu hegemonic polity, by making 
spatial claims and also thus intervening in the field of perception. Overall, it would be analyzing 
symbolic interventions, spatial politics and its impact on Dalit subjectivity. This paper would be 
based on Ethnographic fieldwork done in Lucknow and nearby villages of Barabanki and Samesi in 
the period from Sep. 2013-August 2014. 
 
 
 
 
Gaskoin Room  

Indentured Identities: Colonial Discourse, Subaltern Agency and Indian Labour Migration, 
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1834-1920 

Chair: Andrea Major, University of Edinburgh 

1. 'Ignorant and Helpless Beings’: Rethinking the Emergence of the 'Coolie' Stereotype in 
Nineteenth Century Colonial Discourse. 
 
Andrea Major, University of Leeds 

Analogies between the so-called 'coolie trade' and the former transatlantic slave trade emerged 
almost as soon as the system of Indian indentured labour migration was implemented.  High 
mortality on the early indentured voyages, long contracts, poor conditions and harsh labour regimes 
were all considered to replicate the experience of slavery, whatever the theoretical protections of 
contract labour. Assumptions about India's inexhaustible reserves of manpower, and raced, classed 
and gendered images of passive, ignorant, and abused Indian 'hill coolies' went largely unchallenged 
in abolitionist discussions of indenture that focused primarily on the impact of immigration on 
social and labour conditions the destination colonies. Yet early discussions of indenture were also 
deeply embedded in contemporaneous debates about the migrants' place of origin. These included 
orientalist tropes about the labouring Indian, and ongoing colonial debates about the conditions in 
India, the capacities of the subcontinent for colonial commodity production, and the position of 
EIC controlled territories within the wider networks and geographies of the British empire. By 
analysing these debates, this paper will explore how particular colonial stereotypes of the passive 
'coolie' emerged, and why it came to have such longevity, despite indentured migrants themselves 
increasingly challenging this imposed identity. 

2. Becoming a Coolie: Violence, Solidarity and Resistance on ‘Coolie ships’ 
 
Saurabh Misra, University of Sheffield 
 
Long after steamships became the norm, indentured labourers from India continued to be 
transported to the Caribbean using sailing ships. This was partly due to the need to reduce costs, 
though several medical and other explanations were given to defend the practice. The survival of 
such policies, together with the poor conditions on the vessels themselves, has led historians to draw 
parallels with slavers on the middle passage. This paper, however, goes beyondthis preoccupation 
with striking a comparison with slavery and asks much more important questions about the ways in 
which migrants negotiated with or survived such conditions. Did the need to rely on each other 
during the long journey lead to life-long solidarities, denoted by terms such as 
jahajibhaisorjahajibahins(brothers or sisters from the same ship)? Did the violence and deprivation 
allow migrants to gradually sink into the role of the coolie: a role that was, after all, defined by a 
greater degree of subservience/subordination? In what ways did the migrants resist the violent 
regime that was imposed upon them by the ship’s crews and officers? This paper will address these, 
and other related questions. 
 
3. Subaltern Careering: Nineteenth and Early Twentieth Century Re-migration Across the Sugar 
Colonies of the Indentured Archipelago 
 
Reshaad Durgahee, University of Nottingham 
 
This paper seeks to examine the largely unexplored phenomenon of re-migration amongst Indian 
indentured labourers between the sugar colonies of Empire. During the nineteenth and early 
twentieth century, a significant number of time-expired Indian labourers co-opted imperial 
networks, engaging in a form of ‘subaltern careering’ across the Caribbean, Indian and Pacific 
Oceans, challenging the spatiality of Empire with a new subaltern geography. This geographic 
agency suggests a burgeoning trans-nationalism that contrasted with their domestic immobility. This 
movement of labourers sits alongside ventures which emerged to transport labourers between, and 
to new colonies, bringing new regions, however fleetingly, into the indenture sphere such as Brazil, 
Queensland and New Caledonia. Some were realised, whilst others remained proposals consigned to 
the annals of colonial administration. The paper situates re-migration within an archipelagic 
framework drawing on the concept of indenture as a unifying cord that brought geographically 
dispersed colonies together through ‘subaltern careering’. 
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Old Senior  Common Room 
 
Political Art in Post Colonial Times: Left Wing Aesthetics in South Asia, 1950s-1960s 
 
Chair: Javed Majeed, King’s College London 
 
1. Political Velocities: Film Appreciation and the Force of the Moving Image in 1960s East Pakistan 

Lotte Hoek, University of Edinburgh 
 
This paper asks how the practice of film appreciation emerges as a political project in East Pakistan. 
Focusing on the educational practices that are evident in the writings of film ‘activists’ on the one 
hand and the policing of film society activities through censorship on the other, I argue that the 
moving image was invested with the capacity to generate political movement in 1960s East Pakistan. 
Positing the work of film activists alongside other sites and forms of progressive cultural practice, 
this account of the belief in the progressive power of film is part of a broader exploration of left 
political commitments in the cinema of East Pakistan/Bangladesh and their aesthetic outcomes. 

2. “Chale Chalo ke Voh Manzil Abhi Nahin Aai”: The Progressive Writers Association in Pakistan 

Saadia Toor, CUNY-College of Staten Island, New York 
 
The post-Independence context saw development of a crisis within the literary sphere in Pakistan – 
an acrimonious stand-off between members of the leftist Progressive Writers’ Association (PWA) 
and their liberal anti-communist detractors over matters both political and aesthetic. Many of the 
liberals were former PWA members and shifted focus after Independence from issues of social 
justice and anti-colonial critique, to nation-building and ideological defence of the Pakistani state, 
despite its increasing authoritarianism. Polemical exchanges between these two groups revolved 
around attempts to define and lay claim to the ‘nation,’ with charges of sedition being laid at the feet 
of the members of the Marxist cultural Left. The latter charged their liberal interlocutors of anti-
people political collusions with the ruling elite, while themselves being charged for being 
programmatic and didactic when it came to literary matters. This paper studies the breakdown of the 
‘leftist-liberal consensus’ that this polemic generated in Pakistani history. 

3. In the Image of Man: Socialist Realism in the Shadow of Nehruvian India 

Sanjukta Sunderason,  Leiden University 
 
This paper will explore the complex negotiations between ideas of the social and the socialist in 
post-independence Indian modernism under meta-rubric of Nehruvian India. Exploring art 
discourse and the conflicted reception of the values of humanism, democratic art and Socialist 
Realism during the 1950s and early-1960s, the paper will make critical connections between 
Nehruvian national-modern aesthetic, Cold War visual rhetoric in the post-colony and the afterlives 
of a left-wing visual rhetoric of progressive, committed art that was past its prime following its high 
noon in the 1940s. Its key question will be around the habitations of the political within and vis-à-vis 
postcolonial modern art in Nehruvian India. 

 

 

 

 

Gordon Cameron Lec ture  Theatr e  

The Politics of Land and Labour in Contemporary South Asia 
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Chair: Bhaskar Vira, University of Cambridge 

1. Sino-Pakistani relations and the port of Gwadar: an analysis of Pakistan’s gateway to the Indian 
Ocean 
 
Filippo Boni, University of Nottingham 
 
This paper analyses how the dynamics of civil-military relations in Pakistan have ensured a constant 
level of policy continuity towards China. By looking at the development of the port of Gwadar, 
which represents the flagship project of Sino-Pakistani cooperation during the last 15 years, the 
paper contends that the continuity in Pakistan’s policies towards China, in the post 9/11 period, is 
explained by the preeminent role that the Pakistani military have played in the country’s politics. 
Civilian control over the military is a concept that was never fully absorbed in Pakistan and, as the 
analysis ascertains, most of the policies introduced by General Pervez Musharraf have been adopted 
by the subsequent civilian regimes under indirect control from the military establishment. The 
ultimate aim of the Pakistani leadership, civilian and military alike, has therefore been to provide a 
safe ground for the Chinese investments in the country because of the key role that China plays in 
Pakistan’s strategic posture. Organised around semi-structured interviews conducted in Pakistan in 
early 2015, the article is grounded in the relevant literature on civil-military relations and assesses the 
level of civilian control in three key decision-making areas pertaining to the port of Gwadar: 
economic policy, internal security and foreign policy. 
 
2. Precarious Stateness: How Construction Workers in Delhi and Beijing Navigate Informality in 
Claim-Making 
 
Irene Pang, Brown University 
 
The construction sector is a key driver of economic growth in both India and China, and the largest 
employer of internal migrant workers in both countries. Yet problems of informality within the 
sector severely undermine workers’ means of claim-making, giving rise to a large population of 
citizens without citizenship. Based on a comparative ethnographic study of construction workers in 
Delhi and Beijing, this paper argues for the central role played by the state in constructing 
informality. Furthermore, the comparison between the two cases highlights the distinction between 
exogenous informality, arising out of the construction of boundaries of stateness, and endogenous 
informality, arising within the realm of stateness out of jurisdictional fragmentation. I argue that, 
whereas construction workers in Beijing are hindered from making claims upon the state due to 
exogenous informality, construction workers in Delhi are doubly burdened both by exogenous 
informality and by endogenous informality. 
 
3. Disobeying the Principle of Self-Selection: The Pardhi and Public Works under NREGA 

Devanshi Chanchani 
 
From village-based research in central Chhattisgarh, this paper examines the curious case of the ex-
criminal and de-notified Pardhi tribe, and its rejection of public works employment under NREGA 
– a programme expected to benefit them. The paper argues that there are iterative cultural and 
nutritional factors that influence poverty for this community, notwithstanding oppressive social and 
political relations. Productive activity perceived to involve high-energy expenditure, while seemingly 
economically attractive can be rejected in contexts where communities aim to preserve ‘body-
capital’. Furthermore, conventional classifications of what is considered routine unskilled work 
under NREGA may be rejected because of cultural unfamiliarity and unfamiliar body techniques. 
The economic and cultural history of the tribe as a nomadic community, which still bears some 
burden of the ‘deviant’ classification may further contribute to Pardhi rejection of public 
programmes. 
 
 

4. The Urbanisation-Construction-Migration Nexus in South Asia: the Politics of Land Conversion, 
Construction and Contract Labour Migration in Lahore 

Sunil Kumar, London School of Economics and Political Science 
Melissa Fernandez, London School of Economics and Political Science 
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Rashid Memon, Lahore University of Management Sciences 
 
Metropolitan centres in urban South Asia are witnessing: a growth in households with an increasing 
propensity to invest in real estate; and infrastructure investments aimed at fostering economic 
growth.  Large-scale construction dominates both phenomena – and Lahore is no exception.   Two 
processes are found to be at work: the first being ‘resource politics’ in the conversion of agricultural 
land into residential use; the other being the use of ‘transient migrant contract labour’ for 
construction.  The former (the demand for and investment in construction) is acting as the ‘new’ 
pull factor while the latter (internal migration for work in construction) is producing a ‘new’ form 
migration – namely, migration to ‘take-up work’ rather than the traditional migration processes 
which entailed ‘searching’ for work. This paper aims to (i) explore the ‘resource politics’ of 
investments in serviced land for residential use including the impact of the conversion of agricultural 
land and the enclosure of peri-urban commons; (ii) the demand for and the processes involved in 
the recruitment of ‘contract migrant construction labour’; (iii) the factors giving rise to this ‘new’ 
form of migration; (iv) their working and living conditions and the economic, social and political 
deprivations they endure.  The paper will conclude, in relation to existing laws and policies relating 
to urbanisation, construction and migration, directions for the future. 

 
 
14:00-15:30 
 
Trust  Room 
 
Citizenship, diaspora and democracy 
 
Chair: John Zavos, University of Manchester 
 
1. Citizenship and belonging in the Bengal diaspora 
 
Joya Chatterji, University of Cambridge 
 
Scholars have long argued that after partition, South Asian refugees became ‘citizens by proxy’. 
Their trek across the border has frequently been described as a ‘homecoming’.  After crossing the 
Radcliffe Line, they are thought to have joined the nation to which they ‘naturally’ belonged – 
Hindus (and Sikhs) in India and Muslims in Pakistan. This paper argues, by contrast, that 
impoverished Muslim refugees – both Bengali and ‘Bihari’ – were not welcomed in the new state of 
Pakistan, despite having the ‘right’ religious affiliation.  Their identity as ‘true citizens’ remained, and 
indeed still remains, suspect.  Drawing on rich interviews, the paper argues that nonetheless, in the 
ways they have chosen to live, many found ways to transcend neat insider/alien binaries.  These 
narratives force us to question both the presumed stability of communal identities and the 
homogeneity of ‘majorities’ and ‘minorities’ in post-colonial South Asia. 
 
2. Making democratic citizenship in the midst of partition, 1948-50 
 
Ornit Shani, University of Haifa  
 
This paper explores the making of democratic citizenship in India in the aftermath of independence, 
in a context of great uncertainty with respect to the question “who is an Indian”, and while the 
citizenship articles were still being debated. To do so, the paper focuses on the question of the 
registration of partition refugees as voters during the preparations for the first elections on the basis 
of adult franchise between 1948-1950. This issue formed a challenge and led to numerous 
contestations over citizenship in the early stages of the preparation of the electoral roll. 
Indeed, refugees did not meet the qualifying criteria for registration as voters. Moreover, a variety of 
exclusionary practices in relation to the registration of refugees emerged on the ground. I argue 
that the struggles over membership in the nation through the pursuit of a “place in the roll” gave a 
practical basis to the conceptions and principles of democratic citizenship that were produced in the 
process of constitution making from above.     
 
3. Citizenship and immigration policy in post-1945 Britain: the case of non-white nationals  
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Sundeep Lidher, University of Cambridge 
 
Between 1945 and 1962, non-white British subjects from South Asia, the West Indies and various 
parts of Africa began exercising their legal right to enter and settle in Britain in increasing numbers. 
At the start of this period, all British subjects formally had full rights of unrestricted entry and abode 
in Britain. This was confirmed by the passage of the British Nationality Act 1948, which defined 
British born and colonial born subjects collectively as ‘Citizens of the United Kingdom and 
Colonies’, and recognised all other Commonwealth citizens as British subjects in Britain. However, 
the end of this period was marked by the passage of the Commonwealth Immigrants Act 1962, 
which imposed legal restrictions on the entry and settlement of certain categories of British national 
for the first time. This paper seeks to consider why, in the years between 1945 and 1962, Britain's 
citizenship and immigration policy developed in this way.  
 
4. ‘Smugglers of truth’: The Emergency, the Indian diaspora, and transnational citizenship  
 
Edward Anderson, University of Cambridge 
Patrick Clibbens, University of Oxford 
 
This paper explores the contest to mobilise the diaspora during the one of India’s most politically 
significant, yet under-researched episodes – the Emergency (1975-77). When the Emergency was 
declared in June 1975, imposing draconian restrictions on the press and political opponents, India’s 
substantial overseas population engaged with homeland politics in new and significant ways. 
Opposition activists travelled to diaspora communities, creating and mobilising networks of anti-
government action, and engaging with the foreign and Indian media in various ways.  The diasporic 
Hindu nationalist movement played a particularly important role in this activity, largely due the 
proscription of their counterparts in India. These activities raised important questions about new 
and subversive forms of democratic participation available to the Indian diaspora. The paper argues 
that in many ways, the Emergency can be seen as a ‘global’ political moment, with lasting 
consequences for the Indian diaspora. 
 
 
Reddaway Room 
 
The culture and politics of food in South Asia 
 
Chair: Elisabeth Leake, Royal Holloway University of London 
 
1. Empire on a Plate: Colonial Food Cultures and Cosmopolitan Modernity  
 
Sreya Mallika Datta, University of Delhi  
 
This paper approaches contemporary Indian cookbooks as cultural texts, attempting a discursive 
cartography of hybridised culinary practices and representations of Empire therein. Analysing 
several “postcolonial” cookbooks such as The Calcutta Cookbook, The Raj Cookbook and The Suriani 
Kitchen, among others, this paper views cookbooks as sites of the interplay of cultures in a textual 
“contact zone”. Informed by an understanding of the spice trade and European empire building, 
this paper also attempts a comparative study of colonial culinary interfaces in the west and east 
coasts of India. Moreover, this paper investigates the issue of authorial representation, in the 
codification of orally transmitted household recipes as elaborate descriptions of colonial 
“modernity”. Demarcations between the “babu/memsahib” and the native servant institutionalises 
the “private” space of the kitchen, which becomes reflective of a larger colonial discourse. This 
paper therefore attempts an analysis of colonial/class politics and the cultural politics of food vis-a-
vis their representation in several Indian cookbooks.  
 
 
 
2. The Nation and Its Kitchen: Dietary Dictacts from Hindi Recipe Books  
 
Saumya Gupta, University of Delhi  
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The evolution of food into cuisine, if cuisine be understood as something that reflected a national 
identity, underlines the manner in which food is intimately associated with questions of nationhood 
and identity. Identities often process and re-imagine their own pasts in relation to their present, and 
food is a common medium through which such re-imaginings and reinterpretations are effected. My 
paper explores dietary dictats advanced by popular Hindi recipe books from the early 20th century 
United Provinces to see how they define the kitchen and the culinary world of urban middle-class 
Hindu family, and goes on to interrogate questions of community, identity, nation and its 
‘boundaries of edibility.’ These Hindi cookbooks contribute to the residual ground - especially in 
relation to the intimate, the everyday and the comestible - that potentially fed into an exclusivist 
sectarian Hindu nationhood, in the early twentieth century, as in the present. 
 
3. Producing the prisoner’s body: jail dietaries and punishment in colonial north India in the early 
nineteenth century  
 
Rachna Singh, Jawaharlal Nehru University 
 
This paper maps the debates pertaining to the framing of colonial jail dietaries in the early 
nineteenth century, and examines how the practice of prisoners’ cooking their own rations (widely 
accepted in Bengal jails as their prerogative up to the late eighteenth century) came to be gradually 
proscribed within the newly emerging ideologies of rule and punishment. The move away from 
money allowances to rations in kind and the messing system was shaped by increasing fiscal 
pressures on the one hand, and cross-cultural flows of ideas and practices centered on punishment, 
medicine, hygiene, disease, health and labour on the other. I locate this shift as part of a broader 
phenomenon—the rise of new micro-technologies of power within jails centered on regimes of diet, 
clothing, labour, treatment of disease, and corporal punishment, which in effect produced the ‘body’ 
of the prisoner.  
 
 
Gaskoin Room 
 
Topographies of Exclusion: Women in Pakistan’s Labor Market 
 
Chair: Bhaskar Vira, University of Cambridge 
 
1. Determinants of Women Entrepreneurship: An Empirical Analysis  
 
Misbah Tanveer Choudhry, Lahore University of Management Sciences 
 
Women entrepreneurship exhibits an impressive potential to foster female’s economic 
empowerment through various channels. Women total entrepreneurial activity rate in the world 
ranges from 40 percent in Zambia to 1 percent in Pakistan. Literature suggests various contextual 
and motivational factors for difference in women entrepreneurship rates. However, relatively less 
attention has been paid to empirical assessment of factors influencing women entrepreneurship 
around the world. In light of the scarcity of empirical literature, this paper aims to use a panel 
estimation technique to evaluate the impact of demographic, labor market and macroeconomic 
indicators for women entrepreneurship across different income groups (economies). Period of 
analysis will be from 1980 to 2010. Findings of this study will help us to understand the diversity in 
women entrepreneurship rate across different income group countries. Moreover, policy 
implications will be suggested to promote conducive ecosystem for women entrepreneurship. 

2. Labor Rights for Home-based Workers – The Anatomy of a Non-Indigenous Movement in 
Pakistan  
 
Ghazal Zulfiqar, Lahore University of Management Sciences 

The home-based women workers’ movement in Pakistan has recently achieved policy successes 
including the in-principal recognition of their labor rights and a draft federal home-based worker 
policy. Its principal actors include women’s rights NGOs, labor rights activists and international 
institutions such as UN Women and the International Labor Organization. But the movement, 
which is now more than a decade old in Pakistan, has remained non-indigenous. It has failed to 
connect with the daily struggles of home-based workers as a result of which meaningful 
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representation from them is largely missing from this effort. 

3. Female Status and Time-Saving Durables: Reducing Women’s Triple Burden  
 
Hadia Majid, Lahore University of Management Sciences 

Work, childcare, and housework constitute a significant time burden for women. While the literature 
exploring the female triple burden has focused on the dynamics underlying the gendered division of 
paid and un-paid, little work to date has commented on the role of time-saving durables in reducing 
women’s time-poverty. Household bargaining models have linked the ownership of assets with the 
relative status of women in the familial set-up. Using data from Pakistan, this paper explores the 
extent to which female say in household decision-making translates into asset ownership more likely 
to be used in female specific household production tasks thereby reducing their triple burden. 
Preliminary results indicate that the link between female status and time-saving durable ownership 
depends on the sphere of decision-making - female agency in predominantly male domains like 
education sees a positive impact, while that in traditionally female domains such as the kitchen have 
a negative effect.   

4. Gender Prejudice as a Sense of Social Position 
 
Rashid Memon, Lahore University of Management Sciences 
 
Equal pay for equal work remains the mantra for working women despite major gains in the past 
half century - spawning copious literature in academia. In Economics, there is no dearth of studies 
measuring wage discrimination and, in Sociology, there is no dearth of studies commenting on the 
feminisation of occupations and the social structures that generate such changes. But very little 
seems to have been written on how measures of discrimination vary across time and across 
economic and social context.  We address this gap by using econometric techniques to study how 
discrimination varies across segments of the Pakistani labor market. Preliminary findings suggest 
that discrimination is resilient to competitive pressures, refuting the predictions of most economic 
models. On the contrary, there is (preliminary) evidence to suggest that discrimination intensifies 
regardless of competition, as women slowly encroach on the dominant position of men across the 
economy. 

 

Old Sen ior  Common Room 
 
Mobility, Equality and Economics in South Asian Communities 
 
Chair: Nitya Rao, University of East Anglia 
 
1. Seawater & techno-urbanism: how a state re-invents itself  
 
Niranjana Ramesh, University College London 
 
The south Indian coastal city of Chennai opened a large scale seawater desalination plant in 2010 to 
augment its fragmented and fragile water supply network. Today, it has two desalination plants 
pumping 100 million litres of water per day and plans to build three more, nearly doubling its supply 
volume. In this paper, I explore the political and material dimensions of this transformation of 
Chennai’s waterscape, based on five months of fieldwork at the city’s water utility and other 
institutions connected to the desalination and water supply project. I argue that the technical and 
ecological realm over which water infrastructure functions offers political possibilities for the re- 
articulation of the state at the urban scale. Through the engineers of Metrowater, Chennai’s water 
utility, the Tamil Nadu State asserts its Techno-political role in the life of the city.  

 
2. The Indian River Interlinking Project and the Promise of 'Progress'  
 
Klara Feldes, Humboldt Universität zu Berlin  
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Looking at the numbers of dams being build all over the country, Nehru's politics of constructing 
'temples of modern India' appears to continue unabated. If and in how far the discourse 
surrounding these projects also remained the same since Nehru's days, will be explored in this paper. 
It will do so by tracking it in political speeches from independence until today. The Indian River 
Interlinking Project will serve as an empirical example. In the planning since British colonial rule, 
constructions have started only recently. It aims at creating an inland water network connecting a 
majority of India's rivers through waterways and dams. In regard to questions of inclusion, justice, 
displacement, technical feasibility and environmental protection the project is highly disputed. The 
paper will give an insight into power hierarchies underlying the RILP and highlight how the state 
tries to 'sell' the idea of large scale infrastructure projects to its people.  

 
3. Network Inequality: Issue-Based Movements and ICT in New Delhi, India 
 
Sarah McKeever, King's College London 
 
The digital revolution has been posited as a driver of social levelling and empower individuals to 
impact social change in India. Fewer studies have investigated the impact and aftershocks of a social 
movement in both organisational approach and new forms of digital mobilisation. Following on the 
initial catharsis of social movements, it is crucial to examine possible changes in organisational 
approaches and the burgeoning impact of digital-based movements. The complicated interactions 
between digital groups and local “on the ground” organisations have led to successful collaborations 
and conflicts over ideological directions, formation of protests, and tactical approaches to activism. 
While divergences can lead to productive collaborations, the perceived schism and divisions 
between “old” and “new” forms of protest movements can also be a source of conflict over 
engagement and social change.  
 
Following and examining changes after the protest movements surrounding the Delhi Rape Case on 
December 16th, 2012, this paper will examine the impact of ICT on traditional organisations and 
digital-only protest movements working on the issue of gender violence. Using interviews with 
NGOs and digital campaigners in New Delhi, it will examine specific sources of digital collaboration 
and of ideological dissent and argue that a new digital hierarchy of activism mirrors offline network 
inequality.    
 
4. ‘Go for a walk’: learning to dictate responsible patienthood at the  All India Institute of Medical 
Sciences (AIIMS) 
 
Anna Ruddock, King’s College London 
 
Patients attending the Department of Medicine outpatient clinic at AIIMS in Delhi are regularly told 
to ‘go for a walk’ as a means of managing their weight. In this paper, I interrogate the implications 
embedded in this instruction to predominantly lower-middle class and poor patients whose ability to 
‘go for a walk’ may be impeded by factors including poverty and poor infrastructure. I ask whether 
an appreciation of the social determinants of health by doctors is wilfully, (necessarily?), 
subordinated to decontextualized techno-medical advice, in an effort to remedy ailments and craft a 
sense of responsible patienthood. I conclude by considering how this configures the hospital as an 
ambiguous site for people who seek treatment at AIIMS, as it is at once insulated from and 
permeated by realities beyond its gates.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gordon Cameron Lec ture  Theatr e  
 
Representation and performance in South Asian literature 
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Chair: Clare Midgley, Sheffield Hallam University 
 
1. Mothers’ Voice:  Representation of Motherhood in Mahasweta Devi’s ‘Bayen’ and ‘Ma, from 
Dusk to Dawn’ 
 
Indrani Karmakar, University of York 
 
A renowned writer and activist Mahasweta Devi’s literary texts are particularly important for 
investigating the dynamics of unequal power relation between the classes while also addressing the 
issues of gender politics. My concern, in this paper is to probe the representation of motherhood in 
her short stories ‘Bayen’ and ‘Ma, from Dusk to Dawn’, in order to explore how she uses her literary 
texts to counter the hegemonic and normative idea of motherhood from a distinct location. 
Drawing upon the concept of the subaltern, I will interrogate how Devi represents the motherhood 
of the ‘gendered subaltern’: how the specific contextual issues such as class and caste hierarchy and 
their intersecting forms of exploitation impact on the representation of the maternal in the texts. 
Through this exploration, I will aim to conclude my paper with the argument that the representation 
of maternal in Devi’s texts facilitates a contingent interpretation of motherhood. 
 
2. Performing Heroism – Characterising veera rasa through the brave hearts of Baahubali  
 
Piyush Roy, University of Edinburgh 
 
Baahubali – The Beginning (2015) has been reviewed by Indian critics and trade analysts as one of its 
cinema’s most ambitious dramatic spectacles with visual effect achievement comparable to modern 
Hollywood fantasies. Inspired by the Mahabharata and The Lord of the Rings, Baahubali reimagines two 
of Indian cinema’s oldest genres – the mythological and the fantasy film – to contemporary 
sensibilities. It also reaffirms the still continuing adherence to ancient Nātyasāstra (Sanskrit drama) 
recommendations on the evoking of rasa(dramatic sentiment) in characterisation and plot 
development in India’s southern language cinemas. The veera rasa (heroism), has been acknowledged 
by the film’s director S.S. Rajamouli as the dominant rasa of his auteurship. In this paper, I will 
discuss the entry/establishment sequences of the film’s lead characters – positive, negative, the grey, 
and across gender – to establish how their dominant character bhavas (mood states) strengthen the 
film’s objective of relishing the veera rasa through performance. 
 
3. Bangla horizontal books and an ‘alternative’ materiality of reading: A note towards a history of 
reading  
 
Arnab Dutta, Georg-August-Universität Göttingen 
 
The new mode of mechanical reproduction of the printed book with move-able characters in Bangla 
did employ with multiple operational rubrics of both ‘transnational’ literary and material 
interventions. The epistemic and material choice of conceptualising the printed book formed some 
essential arguments behind various major debates within Bangla literary culture of nineteenth and 
twentieth century. The emphasis on an ‘alternative’ form of bookmaking (horizontal books in the 
present case) had, somehow, invigorated the search for an alternative paradigm of ‘indigenous’ 
knowledge system and its epistemic foundations. Although being regarded as something of a ‘Hindu 
Bengali’ assertion over both Islamic vertical manuscript-culture and European vertical book culture, 
Bhabani Charan Bandyopadhyay dared to ‘print’ his books in a horizontal-‘manuscript’-style – 
thereby questioning the entire visual conceptualisation of a commodity called book and also the 
reception-aesthetics of Bangla print-culture. One can locate similar efforts from prominent literary 
figures like Sukumar Ray (Abol Tabol, 1923) and Rabindranath Tagore (Chhelebhulano Chhora). This 
paper closely looks at this ‘alternative’ materiality within a literary historiography of reading.  
 
 
 
 
4. Sophia Dobson Collet and Rammohun Roy: writing cosmopolitan biographies between Britain 
and India 
 
Clare Midgley, Sheffield Hallam University  
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This paper explores the ways in which the lives of English feminist Sophia Dobson Collet and 
Bengali religious and social reformer Rammohun Roy intertwined through the writing of 
cosmopolitan biographies.  These biographical texts were created in the context of cultural 
interchange between members of the Brahmo Samaj and Britons and American Unitarians and 
Transcendentalists. Collet’s The Life and Letters of Raja Rammohun Roy, published in London in 1900, 
remains the standard biography of the famous reformer; much less well known is the biographical 
sketch of Collet by a member of the Brahmo Samaj which was published in Calcutta in 1913 as a 
prefix to a second edition of the Life and Letters.. The article discusses the status of these two life 
histories as cosmopolitan biographies and explores their intertexuality in order to throw new light 
on ‘cosmopolitan thought zones’ during the period of the British Raj. 
 
 
16:00-17:30 
 
Trust  Room 
 
Muslim citizens and the construction of post-colonial states in South Asia 
 
Chair: William Gould, University of Leeds 
 
1. ‘De-hyphenating’ Indian Muslims: non-majoritarian discourses on the nation and citizenship 
around partition  
 
Laurence Gautier, University of Cambridge 
 
In the aftermath of partition, at a time of exacerbated communal tensions, Indian Muslims often 
came to be seen as ‘hyphenated citizens’, suspect of disloyalty to the state. In such context, how did 
they themselves define their position in post-independence India? By looking at debates that took 
place around the time of partition in two Muslim institutions, Aligarh Muslim University and Jamia 
Millia Islamia, this paper will examine the efforts of some ‘ordinary citizens’ - students and teachers - 
as well as administrative authorities to challenge majoritarian discourses on the Indian nation. Many 
university members not only put forward the ‘composite’ character of ‘Indian culture’, they also 
insisted on the need for social reform, inspired by Gandhian and marxist ideas. Through this, they 
sought to promote an inclusive conception of citizenship based on equal rights and a shared 
‘common good’ rather than ‘ethno-religious’ identities.  
 
2. “Poor Person’s Pakistan Zindabad”: Nation-Building in East Pakistan, 1947-52  
 
Layli Uddin, Royal Holloway University of London 
 
This paper examines the early years of independence in East Pakistan, and focuses on the 
experiences and articulations of peasant and lower-class urban workers during this period.  Where in 
India, in places as West Bengal, a continuing food crisis, corruption, police brutality and other 
troubling colonial inheritances led to declaration as early as 1948 of independence as a ‘tamasha’ 
(joke) and ‘jhooti’ (lie), peasants and workers in East Pakistan demonstrated a continuing 
enchantment and hope in the new nation-state despite being confronted with a similar raft of 
problems. The paper demonstrates the endurance of a progressive and radical political imagination 
around Pakistan amongst peasants and worker, expressed in moments of discontent.   Their support 
for Maulana Bhashani and the birth of the Awami Muslim League, which had been greeted with 
much alarm by the Centre, represented the desire to participate in ‘making’ Pakistan – the project of 
their future.  
 
 
 
 
3. Film, Flag and Photos: The Unruly Archives of Pakistan  
 
Salma Siddique, University of Westminster  
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Sharing a common past, and existing in the shadows of the Indian film industry based in Bombay, 
cinema in Pakistan found itself in an unusual predicament. On the one hand, filmmaking was 
expected to carry the imprint of national difference and on the other, its narrative resources and 
migrant personnel were bequeathed from the intercultural context of colonial India. And yet, when 
the British Film Institute repatriated colonial Indian films, the holdings went entirely to the National 
Film Archives of India. The lack of a public film repository denied Pakistan not only its colonial 
heritage but also the systematic preservation of a postcolonial film culture. In the absence of a state 
archive, what has emerged in Pakistan is arguably an unruly, democratic archive consisting of 
independent collectors, magazine proprietors and torrent users. Together they attempt to create an 
imperishable archive of indigenous cinema through informal copying and participative scavenging. 
Perusing both physical and online collections, this paper will reflect on the grassroots nationalism 
that fuels film preservation in Pakistan.  
 
4. Property, Rehabilitation and Citizenship: The issue of Waqf and Evacuee Property in Uttar 
Pradesh 1947-70 
 
Aishwarya Pandit, Centre for the Study of Developing Societies, Delhi 
 
This paper examines the state’s engagement with private property and charitable trusts after 1947, 
focusing on the property left behind by Muslims following the twin upheavals of partition and 
zamindari abolition. With its emphasis on waqf property, the paper looks at the changing nature of 
the state’s relationship with Muslims in Uttar Pradesh and the resistance it faced when it attempted 
to redraft the existing legislation relating to auqaf. The question of waqf and evacuee property had a 
direct bearing on the ‘new’ Muslim politics that emerged in UP apart from the implications in terms 
of a secular state and its supposed non-interference in the religious affairs of its citizens. The issue 
of evacuee property in UP was complicated since it was interlinked to the issue of waqf and 
zamindari abolition. Even though the property left behind in UP was small in comparison to the 
divided provinces of Bengal and Punjab, it raised questions regarding citizenship and rehabilitation 
of Muslims as well as the relationship of the provinces vis-à-vis the centre. 
 
 
Reddaway Room 
 
Digital media and new technologies in South Asia and its diaspora 
 
Chair: Leigh Denault, University of Cambridge 
 
1. Managing life, Making subjects: Discourses of Spirituality in Modern India  

Yagna Nag Chowdhuri, Cornell University 
 
This paper interrogates the emergence on discourses of spirituality as ‘well-being’ through two 
prominent figures. These figures are: Brahmakumari Shivani and Sadhguru. I will focus primarily on 
audio-visual materials such as speeches and TV shows. I look at the ways in which their appeal and 
popularity is constructed through these acts of performance. Ideas of therapy and well-being have 
been increasingly linked to spiritual practices. This ‘hegemony of the therapeutic’ marks a cultural 
shift which is located solely within personal experiences of individuals. In this context, television in 
particular has played a significant role in creating what I call ‘cultures of self-care’. These cultures of 
self-care created by television mark an important shift in formation of subjectivities as they 
introduce routines and practices in daily life through bodily discipline, practices of emotional well-
being, management of life, resolving conflicts and health practices. Some of these ideas are reflected 
in Sadhguru’s Isha Yoga which sees yoga as a science for inner transformation and discourses on 
ideas of a ‘balanced life’ and a ‘conflict free’ life that are represented through figures such as 
B.K.Shivani. I ask: How do these ideas redefine notions of the body and self? How do ‘cultures of 
self care’ produce new discourses of spirituality?  

 
2. @SouthAsia71: Live tweeting the Bangladesh Liberation War 
 
David Riley, Cardiff University 
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The twitter handle @SouthAsia71 tweets the Bangladesh Liberation War in real time. Using archival 
data collected in the UK and US, the public history project provides a unique insight into events in 
Pakistan. The twitter feed posts a combination of the documents themselves, self-made infographics 
and referenced material from secondary sources. Audience reaction has been positive and potential 
for the project is huge; alongside an accompanying website (www.southasia71.weebly.com currently 
acts as a prototype) the project can form part of an undergraduate module; It can provide easy 
access to archival material for established scholars in the field; and it can present academic research 
to the public in an accessible and interactive forum. @SouthAsia71 is testing the water on social 
media and could provide inspiration for the future of academic engagement. 
 
3. The Virtual and the Virtuous: The Reception of Online Ritual in Different Parts of the Jain 
Diaspora  
 
Tine Vekemans, Ghent University 

 
For many Jains around the globe, modern ICT continue to bring new possibilities on a social and 
communicative level. But does the internet also impact upon religious practice? Based on an analysis 
of Jaina websites hosted worldwide, alongside a series of in-depth interviews with Jains living in 
Belgium, the UK, and the USA, this paper will critically examine the role and transformative 
potential of ICT in contemporary Jainism. Increasingly, we find websites providing content and 
software ostensibly meant for ritual use – e.g. puja software, video feeds of temple halls, mailing lists 
for prayer requests. This paper will describe the ritual services offered by a selection of websites and 
subsequently analyze their position in the daily religious routines of Jains living in different locations 
in the diaspora.  
 
4. The role of social media in contemporary India: A case study of India’s Daughter  
 
Ravinder Barn, Royal Holloway University of London 
Balbir Barn, Middlesex University 
Utsa Mukherjee, Royal Holloway University of London  
 
The pervasiveness of social media has resulted in increased public involvement in key discussions 
about social issues as well as creating greater affordances for individual expression and collective 
mobilization. In December 2012, the rape and murder of a 23-year-old Indian student in New Delhi, 
India, was followed by widespread condemnation and public action organised and coordinated 
through social media (Barn 2013). In March 2015, a controversial BBC documentary, “India’s 
Daughter”, about the incident was broadcast despite restrictions imposed by the Indian Government. 
The debate on social media that raged around the broadcast lays bare the cultural politics of 
postcolonialism and its enactment in contemporary times. Using a mixed methods approach 
including 250,000 tweets collated following the broadcast of the documentary, and textual analysis 
of tweets and blogs related to the film, this paper problematizes the debate and discussion from a 
postcolonial perspective.  
 
 
Gaskoin Room 
 
Masculinity and femininity in South Asia 
 
Chair: Anjali Bhardwaj-Datta, University of Cambridge 
 
1. Vivekananda as a Parivrājak: Masculinity and Political Selfhood of a Wandering Monk  
 
Sophie-Jung Kim, University of Cambridge 
 
This paper introduces the less studied years of Vivekananda’s life from 1888 to 1893, during which 
he travelled across the subcontinent as a parivrājak. While existing studies on Vivekananda portray 
this period as pivotal in shaping his ideas of seva and egalitarianism, this paper takes these years as a 
lens through which the emergence of Vivekananda’s political self can be observed.  By focusing on 
his departure from Bengal, and his dependency on maharaja Ajit Singh of Khetri, it will particularly 
examine the ways he drew masculinity into this process. 
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2. Reading the Muscular Body: Childhoods and Boy Cultures in Late Colonial Bengal 
 
Sudipa Topdar, Illinois State University 
 
My paper interrogates physical education curriculum in late colonial Bengal to underline the 
corporeality of the British Raj. School curriculum elicits academic interest because of its role in 
socializing children into a state’s normative ideologies. What happened when colonial curricula failed 
to achieve its intended goal of creating loyal British subject-citizens? The aim of physical education 
in colonial schools was primarily to discipline children’s bodies and discourage (male) students’ 
seditious political activism. However, the Indians inverted this order of things by using physical 
education as a means to challenge dominant colonial idioms promoted in school textbooks (e.g. 
racial stereotypes of Bengali effeminacy). Few studies have historicized intellectual constructions of 
boyhood in India. I unpack the entanglement of children’s bodies, sedition and knowledge-
production in colonial Bengal. By doing so, my paper demonstrated that bodies are imbued with 
meanings; they become stakes in power struggles; and are sites of knowledge and power.  

3. Inventing a Dance Tradition: Kerala Kalamandalam and the Constitution of Mohiniyattam as a 
Modern Dance Form  
 
K.R. Kavyakrishna (independent)  
 
The re/constitution of certain indigenous music/dance forms as the 'classical' traditions form a  
salient feature of negotiations with modernity in South  India. The paper reads Mohiniyattam, the 
classical dance form of women of Kerala, as a dance tradition “invented” at Kerala Kalamandalam 
in the 1930s, in relation to the formation of different conceptions of ‘the public’. The history of the 
invention of Mohiniyattam is inextricably linked to the formation of a ‘public institute’ for training 
in indigenous art forms of Kerala, Kerala Kalamandalam and the life of the Malayalam nationalist 
poet Vallathol Narayana Menon, who was the corner stone of the Kalamandalam project. To 
understand the invention of a tradition of Mohiniyattam and its constitution as a modern 
and/‘classical’ dance form for Malayalee women; the paper goes through the institutional history of 
Kalamandalam and maps the creation of Kalamandalam in relation to shift in patronage. It  tries to 
argue the making of Kalamandalam as a process which can  be read as a historical juncture in 
modernity where the decline of caste-Hindu patronage gives way to Vallathol’s negotiations with the 
state on the one hand, and emerging ‘middle class public’ recasting themselves as the ‘audience’ of a 
dance form, on the other hand. The second section of the paper delineates the construction of the 
female dance performance/performer in relation to this newly emerging middleclass public/ 
audience public and in relation to the new public performance space of modern stage. 
 
4. Nautch Girls and Mirasis in Nineteenth Century Punjab  
 
Radha Kapuria, King’s College London 
 
This paper attempts a brief social history of two performer communities in nineteenth century 
Punjab: mirasis, a nomadic, low-status group of musician-genealogists and kanjaris, the community of 
female dancers. Neglected in most histories of Punjabi music (which only engage with Sikh liturgical 
music, or specific musical genres/instruments), focussing on these two historically marginalised 
groups is important because they straddled the ‘classical’/ ‘folk’ divide that seems so definitive of 
Punjabi culture today. I track social discourses around these communities, from the court of 
Maharaja Ranjit Singh (r. 1799-1839) to the public sphere of ‘colonial modernity’ represented by fin-
de-siècle Lahore. Examining a range of texts—chronicles and travelogues at Ranjit Singh’s court, 
reform-pamphlets of middle-class elites possessing a Victorian sensibility, a vernacular qissa by a 
Gujranwala policeman, and the memoirs of a British memsahib learning music from mirasis—the 
paper prompts a broader re-evaluation of the history of north Indian music.  
 
 
 
Old Sen ior  Common Room 
 
Muslims’ marginalization in urban India a decade after the Sachar report 
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Chair: Christophe Jaffrelot, Sciences Po 
  
1. Muslim 'ghettoization'? A quantitative comparison across eleven Indian cities  
 
Raphael Susewind, University of Oxford 
 
Many scholars have argued that discrimination against Muslims is widespread in urban Indian 
housing markets, fueled by histories of communal violence, and leading to permanent 
'ghettoization'. This perspective is supported by sound ethnographic evidence in many places, but 
has been hard to substantiate in quantitative ways for lack of appropriately fine-grained demographic 
data. My paper resolves this problem by exploiting the religious connotations of voters' names on 
electoral rolls, replacing coarse Census figures with several hundred times more detailed data. This 
allows me to map and quantitatively compare the extent of religious segregation across all eleven 
cities studied in the seminal volume on 'Muslims in Indian cities' edited by Laurent Gayer and 
Christophe Jaffrelot (Hurst 2012). This reveals that the statistically most segregated cities are not 
necessarily those considered most 'ghettoized' and vice versa, reinforcing how important the means, 
rather than mere extent, of segregation are for processes of 'ghettoization'.  

2. Next-door strangers: Explaining ‘neighborliness’ between Hindus and Muslims in a conflict 
setting  
 
Raheel Dhattiwala, University of South Australia, Adeleide 
 
Religious segregation demonstrates the tendency of like-minded people to gather in the same places. 
In conflict settings, such homophily also serves the added purpose of safety in numbers. Yet in the 
face of rapid urbanization and escalated land prices, people are sometimes unable to relocate to 
neighborhoods of choice and find themselves restricted to living in mixed neighborhoods. How do 
these neighborhoods survive and what mechanisms generate cohesive neighborliness? This 
ethnographic paper compares three heterogeneous neighborhoods in Ahmedabad with varying 
histories of ethnic violence. Preliminary findings suggest (1) spatial proximity is essential but not 
sufficient to being an 'optimal neighbor' and (2) superficial friendliness in public does not preclude 
antipathy in private. 'Neighborliness' hence served to assuage antipathy and ensure neighborhood 
collective efficacy merely as a means of survival in mixed neighborhoods facing imminent violence, 
rather than explaining the occurrence of violence (or peace) itself (cf. Varshney 2002). 
 
3. United Progressive Alliance (2004-14), Muslims and communal violence bill  
 
Heewon Kim, School of Oriental and African Studies 
 
Hindu-Muslim riots and anti-Muslim pogroms have become the defining feature of post-1947 
collective violence in India, and the regular recurrence of such events presents a serious challenge to 
the principles of secularism and religious tolerance. Recognising this fact, the UPA government 
promised to ‘enact a model comprehensive law to deal with communal violence’. This paper will 
examine the UPA’s efforts to legislate a model anti-communal violence bill by focusing on draft bills 
produced in 2005 and 2011 and the policy process thereafter. How were UPA’s efforts to produce 
‘top-down’ legislation frustrated by the institutionalised opposition to such a measure – political, 
administrative and judicial – and how did they support a Muslim civil society network that sought to 
build momentum for the bill? It will argue that the goal of a new, normative legislation that could 
have significantly increased the penalties for committing communal violence, however, continued to 
elude the UPA. 
 
4. Ghettoization of economic choices in a global city: A case study of Mumbai 
 
Sumeet Mhaskar, University of Göttingen 
 
Both the ground-breaking Sachar Committee report and most scholars use macro level statistical 
data to ascertain the extent and causes of Muslims' discrimination in India and focus on the formal 
sector of the economy. Consequently, the informal economy, where most of the Indian workforce is 
located, and the influence of social institutions (such as emotions) for the socially marginalised 
groups such as Muslims tends to be ignored. This paper attempts to fill this gap through a micro 
level case study of Muslim ex-millworkers and their economic choices in Mumbai city, based on 80 
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in-depth interviews conducted between 2008 and 2014, and a survey of over 1000 ex-mill-workers. 
It argues that the feelings of karahiyat – an Urdu word denoting nausea, or disgust – combined with 
suspicion, in terms of terrorism and mafia activities, among non-Muslims places barriers for 
Muslims’ economic choices and confine them to work in a ghettoized economy.  
 
 
Gordon Cameron Lec ture  Theatr e  
 
Power structures and economics in contemporary India 
 
Chair: Manali Desai, University of Cambridge 
 
1. A ghettoized ‘smart city’: Caste and capital in the remaking of Ahmedabad  

Dyotana Banerjee, Indian Institute of Technology Gandhinagar 
 
The paper explores how capital colludes with caste, religion, and migration to reshape modern 
Indian cities by strengthening social cleavages not just along the lines of class but the creation of 
caste based ghettoised spaces. The western Indian city of Ahmedabad aspires to be a global city that 
caters to an aspirational middle class. It is being developed as a 'Smart City', which claims to be 
'citizen centric and investor friendly'. The paper focuses on the city's neighbourhood of Chandkheda 
which is a historically Dalit (former untouchable caste) ghetto in the periphery of the city, where 
millions of rupees are being invested in building Dalit only housing estates for Dalits across classes. 
Using ethnographic evidence it argues that informal practices such as autonomous forms of  
governance in neighbourhoods, (vigilantes, self-management etc.) encourage intolerance and 
produce homogeneous populations and play a greater role in shaping urban life rather than capital 
alone. 
 
2. Why does caste still influence access to agricultural credit?  
 
Sunil Mitra Kumar, King's College London 

In India, long-standing policies to strengthen financial inclusion emphasise better credit access for 
marginal groups including those from lower caste groups. In order to infer whether caste-wise 
differences in such access reflect discrimination, it is necessary to account both for borrowers' 
characteristics as well as their decision to seek credit. In this paper we examine caste-wise 
differences in access to credit, and find that all else equal, Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe 
borrowers are less likely to obtain bank loans. We explain these differences as the combination of 
two constituent effects: significant caste-wise differences in application rates, and conditional on 
application, lower loan approval rates for Scheduled Tribes. 

3. Out of the Shadows? The Informal Sector in Post-Reform India 
  
Kunal Sen, GDI, University of Manchester; Rajesh Raj, Sikkim University 
 
The presentation is based on our forthcoming Oxford University Press book. In spite of rapid rates 
of economic growth since the 1991 reforms, the informal sector has been a persistent phenomenon 
in India. In the book, we assess how informal manufacturing firms have responded to the context of 
economic liberalisation in India. We take a novel approach to the study of informality, by viewing 
the latter through a ‘production’ lens and making enterprise performance the centre-piece of the 
analysis of informality. We study the determinants of enterprise growth and performance along the 
entire “continuum” of the informal sector, from micro household enterprises to larger enterprises in 
the informal sector employing wage labour. We show that significant economic dualism persists, in 
spite of several decades of economic reforms, and argue that that concerted government action is 
needed to allow the informal sector participate more fully in India’s economic growth and 
development.  
 
8 April 2016 
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9:00-10:30 
 
Trust  Room 
 
Politics and remembrance in the diaspora 
 
Chair: Edward Anderson, University of Cambridge 
 
1. Towards a definition of public 'Dutch Hinduism': Surinamese Hindu articulations of Hindu-ness  
 
Priya Swamy, Royal Netherlands Institute for Southeast Asia and the Caribbean  
 
Based on extensive field research at the doctoral and post-doctoral level, this paper attempts to trace 
the historical development of a public Hindu identity in the Netherlands since the 1980s by 
examining the role of Surinamese Hindus in establishing two major Hindu spaces: The temple-space 
(makeshift and temporary as opposed to purpose-built) and the Hindu primary school. This paper 
will specifically pivot around two critical events: the opening of the first Hindu primary school in the 
Hague in 1988, and the forced evacuation of a temple space in the Southeast of Amsterdam in 2010. 
It will explore the aesthetics of these institutions alongside the discursive processes inside them in 
order to demonstrate how the need for public Hindu spaces in the Netherlands is articulated as a 
form of colonial reparation (cf. Swamy 2015) at the same time that is couched in globally circulating 
narratives of ‘Hindu hurt’ (cf. Zavos 2008) and outrage.  
 
2. Celebrating and Critiquing the Nation from Afar: Indian National Day Events in Britain, 1947-97  
 
Jed Fazakarley, University of Oxford 

 
Whilst the state-sponsored events marking Indian Republic and Independence Day emphasise 
national unity, localised celebrations present a vivid picture of national diversity. Furthermore, the 
increased salience of these ever more elaborate events has made them platforms for opponents of 
the nation itself or its government at the time. This paper shows that diasporic celebrations of these 
events have been no less multifaceted, acting as sources of conflict between different sections of the 
British Indian community – defined by class, religion or politics -- and markers of shifts in 
orientation across generations. Being dislocated from the nation adds further complexity to these 
diasporic celebrations. As the first generation’s “myth of return” eroded, these events became 
increasingly Janus-faced, concerned with the community’s interests in both Britain and India. This 
paper therefore seeks to redress tendencies to see diasporas as monolithic, and stress the potential 
for diasporas to deepen ties in multiple societies simultaneously. 
 
3. Remembering the 1947 Partition in the Diaspora  
 
Nandi Bhatia, Western University, Ontario  

 
How does the 1947 Partition play out in diasporic contexts? This paper examines theatre and film 
from Canada -- where the Partition is either referenced or constitutes the central theme -- in order 
to explore the function of remembering Partition in the diaspora.  Recent examples include Rahul 
Varma’s play No Man’s Land (1995), Anusree Roy’s play Letters to my Grandma (2009), and Deepa 
Mehta’s Earth (1998), a film based on Bapsi Sidhwa’s novel Cracking India (1991). While Partition 
studies are primarily conceptualized within the framework of the subcontinent, connecting the 
subcontinent to Canada in the above-mentioned texts, I argue, responds to other kinds of urgencies 
beyond the subcontinent. Moving past the paradigms of “nostalgia” and “loss” that are often seen 
as characteristic features of diasporic cultures, these texts speak to local, regional and national 
politics and governance in Canada in a bid to examine their implications for minorities, refugees, 
international borders and citizenship.  

 
4. Collective and Individual Biographies of Sikhs in Early Twentieth Century Cape Town, South 
Africa 
 
Uma Mesthrie, University of Western Capetown 
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Historians of migration from the Indian subcontinent to South Africa have often times resorted to 
simplified descriptions of the places from which immigrants came and the occupations they pursued 
here. These broad descriptions leave invisible the fewer who came from the Punjab. This paper 
draws on an official archive which renders Sikhs visually and provides significant biographical 
information required by the immigration bureau for purposes of control and surveillance. This 
paper draws on these biographical sketches with a view to understanding migration patterns, family 
life and occupational work. It is sensitive to biographical production, contested biographies and 
additionally focuses on a contemporary individual, once classified coloured by the apartheid state, 
who begins a quest to understand the biography of her long deceased Sikh grandfather. It places 
biography at the heart of the historical enterprise.     
 
 
Reddaway Room 
 
Rethinking Connected Empires in Sri Lankan History 
 
Chair: Sujit Sivasundaram, University of Cambridge 
 
1. A Paper Empire in an Itinerant World: Migration, Militarism, and British Regulation in Sri Lanka, 
1796-1816  
 
James Wilson, University of Cambridge  
 
Amidst the heightened militarism of the Napoleonic Wars, the British regime in Sri Lanka 
introduced measures to curtail the movement of imperial subjects. On paper, these measures crafted 
divisions between regional geographies, as they required people to apply for passports to move 
between places. This paper argues that the efficacy of these policies was poor. The very wars that 
inspired their implementation drove a rise in migration to Sri Lanka from across the Indian Ocean 
and Europe, as refugees fled conflict and a profusion of military states produced new ways to travel. 
Migration throughout this critical period stimulated cultural change and created a legacy of 
coalescence and conflict that governments were forced to negotiate. While empires strove to be 
divisive and hierarchical, this paper demonstrates that they built links between people and places 
that were ripe for seizure by those whom they professed to rule. 
 
2. “Migration, Debt, and Slavery in Eighteenth-Century Jaffna” 
 
Alicia Schrikker, University of Leiden  
 
Little is known about the welfare and daily troubles of the c.150,000 inhabitants of the Jaffna 
peninsula in the eighteenth century. This paper seeks to understand the dynamics of eighteenth 
century Jaffna society and the impact of Dutch colonial encroachment on the region, through a 
focus on two moments of crisis in the Dutch administration, at the very beginning of the century 
and towards the end. These crises are representative of what Ann Stoler calls moments of epistemic 
anxiety and led to deep investigations into Jaffna society. The recording of the Thesawalamai, or 
Tamil customary law, was one outcome of these processes. The paper will argue that the Dutch had 
great difficulty making sense of Jaffna’s social setting and they tried to mould Jaffna to their own 
benefit. In doing so, they infringed on existing patterns of migration and ties of bondage, while 
boosting debt relations among the population. 
 
3. ‘Epic Migrations: India and the Rise of a Cosmopolitan Vernacular in Colonial Ceylon, 1870-1914  
 
Mark Frost, University of Essex 
 
This paper seeks to expand our understanding of vernacular cosmopolitanism in late-colonial 
Ceylon, through an investigation of cultural exchanges between the island and India, carried out 
through print, music and the tours of non-European dramatic troupes. Much scholarly attention has 
focused on the rise of Sinhalese-chauvinist nationalism during this period, inspired by the recovery, 
translation, and circulation of the Mahavamsa. Yet the claims which some scholars have made about 
Ceylon's popular tastes during this period appear overly shaped by hindsight. They have overlooked 
the popularity of other epics at the time of Mahavamsa's recovery, which depicted far away peoples 
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and places – and even the alternative origins of the Sinhalese people. Much of this exotica, on the 
page and the stage, was Indian-inspired. Against it, a narrower Sinhalese nationalist discourse did 
battle to emerge as the nation-in-waiting's preeminent bestseller. That victory, however, was for 
several decades far from certain or inevitable.     
 
 
Gaskoin Room 
 
Food Security in South Asia, 1 
 
Chair: Bhaskar Vira, University of Cambridge 
 
1. Universal food security program and nutritional intake: Evidence from the hunger prone districts 
of Odisha 
 
Andaleeb Rahman, Indian Institute for Human Settlements, Bangalore 
 
This article provides evidence on the role of consumer food subsidies in improving nutritional 
intake and diet quality by evaluating the expansion of the government food assistance program 
coverage in the hunger prone state of Odisha in India. In 8 districts of Odisha, popularly known as 
the Kalahandi-Balangir-Koraput (KBK) region which is notable for extreme poverty and starvation 
deaths, the government did away with the targeted food assistance program in 2008 and made the 
scheme universal. Using a Difference-in-Difference methodology over two repeated cross sectional 
household surveys, this article finds that the shift from targeted to a universal food security program 
in the KBK region of Odisha has led to an improvement in the household nutritional intake and 
diet quality. Further examination suggests that proportion of households consuming below the 
recommended dietary allowance of calorie, fats and protein has declined significantly in this region 
post the intervention. 
 
2. The role of India’s midday meal scheme in realising food security. 
 
Lana Whittaker, University of Cambridge 
 
Despite decades of rapid economic growth in India, hunger and malnutrition persist on a significant 
scale. Consequently, in 2013 the Government of India passed the National Food Security Act. The 
Act aims to realise food and nutrition security through existing government food distribution 
schemes. However, it is uncertain how these schemes relate to the multiple dimensions of food 
security. Based on ten months of mixed-methods research in Rajasthan, this paper examines the 
extent to which one government scheme, the Midday meal scheme, contributes to providing food 
security. The paper documents who has access to food, whether the food meets needs and is in line 
with cultural preferences. It is found that whilst the midday meal is extremely important, often it is 
inadequate in terms of food security. 
 
3. Agriculture and Nutrition Linkages in India: A State Level Analysis 
 
Mehroosh Tak, School of Oriental and African Studies 
 
India is home to a third of the world’s undernourished children and the prevalence of micronutrient 
deficiency amongst its adult population is high. This persistent poor performance is coupled with 
high economic growth that has failed to reduce malnutrition. A part of the solution lies in the 
agriculture sector, which has proven to be better at reducing poverty than non-agriculture sectors. 
Thus there is a case for Indian economic growth to transform into “nutrition-sensitive” growth for 
sustainable progress against malnutrition. The paper attempts to explore this hypothesis by 
investigating the determinants of dietary diversity (DD), an intermediate nutrition outcome. We 
begin with a conceptual framework highlighting the pathways between agriculture and DD. Using 
household data from NSSO we then review changing patterns in Indian food consumption. Finally, 
combining state-level data on economic growth, nutrition and welfare from 1990 to 2008 the paper 
attempts to identify determinants of DD in India. 
 
 
Old Senior  Common Room 



	   37 

 
Revolutionary Politics in British India: Representation, Strategy and Praxis 
 
Chair: Elisabeth Leake, Royal Holloway University of London 
 
1. Revolutionary Praxis: Asceticism, Violence and Nationalism 
 
Aparna Vaidik, Ashoka University 
  
This paper examines the inter-relationship between literature and histories of armed resistance 
where political violence becomes the source for literature (novels and memoirs) and where literature 
comes to inform and instruct revolutionary praxis. In particular, this paper focuses on the Russian 
nihilist literature (Vera Figner’s Memoirs of a Revolutionist and Turgenev’s Fathers and Sons) and 
Bankim’s Anand Maththat was informing the lives, thought process, choices and actions of the 
young revolutionaries associated with Hindustan Republican Army (HRA) and Hindustan Socialist 
Republican Army (HSRA), the revolutionary groups active in British India in the 1920s. The larger 
conceptual issue that this paper grapples with is to define what it was to be a revolutionary. It argues 
that to be a revolutionary was not just an ontological statement or an ideological stance but was 
about praxis – lives lived as revolutionaries. 
 
2. Re-Exploring Gandhian (Non-)Violence: The Quit India Movement (1942-45) 
 
Anwesha Roy, Jawaharlal Nehru University 
  
This paper explores the relationship between Gandhi and his followers in the Quit India Movement 
in Bengal, 1942-45. Focussing on the Tamralipta Jatiya Sarkar (a parallel government set up by the 
rebels) in district of Midnapore, I analyse how the cult of a popular leader like Gandhi percolated 
down to ‘mass’ perceptions and prompted violent action. The Bidyut Bahini (Lightning Army) was 
styled after Hitler’s Storm Troopers and the Russian Red Army, both armed groups that Gandhi 
held in severe contempt. The rebels also hailed Gandhi as the Senapati(General) of the movement 
and named the head of the Tamralipta Jatiya Sarkar as Sarvadhinayak or Dictator. There was an 
unquestioned unanimity amongst the revolutionaries that the movement was not to fit within the 
usual Gandhian paradigm of non-violence. This case study is important for understanding the 
perceived relationship that actors in a revolutionary struggle might hold with the persona of a single 
charismatic leader.  
 
3. Incorporating north-western Afghanistan through indirect rule: Categories of social difference in 
the making of an imperial border, 1884-87 
 
Francesca Fuoli, School of Oriental and African Studies 
 
This paper analyses the making of Afghanistan’s north-western border. It argues that colonial 
debates and local practices on occasion of the Afghan Boundary Commission’s (ABC) long 
permanence in the area – from 1884 to 1887 – identified this as British India’s effective imperial 
boundary. The close connections the boundary commission forged with local Afghan administrators 
and the representatives of the non-Pashtun populations living in the area show that the extension of 
colonial influence through indirect means was a main goal of the ABC. The work of the boundary 
commission also had a fundamental role in asserting the amir’s authority over areas in which this 
had previously been precarious and indirect at best. With the boundary demarcation the government 
of Kabul annexed a new portion of country to its domains over which governance practices were 
asserted that differed from those in place until that point. This paper links colonial intervention in 
the process of Afghan state-building with the formulation of ‘tribe’ as the principal social category 
for the territorial establishment of the Afghan state.  
 
 
 
 
4. The ‘threatened’ constabulary strikes of early twentieth-century Bengal  
 
Partha Pratim Shil, University of Cambridge 
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This paper looks at modes of protest devised by constables in Bengal in the early twentieth century.  
In the context of the rise of mass nationalism, and working class protests, constables too began 
organizing themselves. However, given the nature of government service, their methods took a 
peculiarly covert form. Instead of carrying out strike action like industrial workers, constables 
organized secretively, and through a variety of strategies carefully crafted the perception of a 
possible police mutiny in the minds of superior officials. Through a study of intelligence records on 
their anonymous letters to each other, their petitions to the Inspector-General, and a range of other 
acts of fraternisation and mobilisation, I try to understand how constables generated the spectre of a 
‘threatened’ strike. This became their mechanism for engendering rise in wages and bettering of 
working conditions.  
 
 
Gordon Cameron Lec ture  Theatr e  
 
Agricultural Markets and the State in India: Exploring the Impact of Liberalisation 
 
Chair: Shreya Sinha, School of Oriental and African Studies 
 
1. Reflections on ‘Unbundling’ the Food Corporation of India: Production and Procurement in 
Punjab  
 
Shreya Sinha, School of Oriental and African Studies  
 
The food grain market, especially for wheat and paddy, in Punjab is shaped critically by the state. 
The marketing infrastructure established by the central and state governments in the wake of the 
Green Revolution, in turn, has been instrumental in shaping the agrarian trajectory of Punjab. The 
Food Corporation of India (FCI) has been an essential element of this infrastructure. Several 
decades on, the central government seeks to ‘unbundle’ the FCI in keeping with the 
recommendations of the Shanta Kumar Committee Report 2015 to make it more ‘efficient’. This 
paper seeks to critically analyse, from a political economy perspective, the report with respect to 
aspects of agricultural production and procurement in Punjab, a ‘grain surplus’ state and one where 
the implementation of the report would create a radical change in its recent agrarian history. The 
paper will draw on both secondary literature and primary data collected through 2014-15. 
 
2. Modernising the Market: Tracing Supermarket Procurement in Maharashtra  
 
Misha Velthius, School of Oriental and African Studies  

Focusing on the procurement, distribution and sale of fresh fruit and vegetables (FFV) in Mumbai-
based modern retail chains, this paper reflects upon changing practices of FFV sorting and grading 
and the possible implications for food waste. While recognising the neoliberal thrust behind ongoing 
attempts to “open up” agricultural markets and the growth of elite urban consumption, the aim is to 
emphasise the contingencies and resistances in its enactment. Drawing on actor-network theory, the 
paper proposes to treat the sorting and grading of agricultural produce and the sorting and grading 
of consumers symmetrically, highlighting the processes of exclusion and control in the emerging 
world of modern retail in India. 
 
3. Contesting the ‘Market’: Caste, Class and Liberalisation among Tobacco Farmers in Tamil Nadu  
 
Nithya Natarajan, School of Oriental and African Studies 
 
Liberalisation policies in Indian agriculture, which are based upon a mainstream conception of 
markets, were advocated as a means of unleashing higher productivity, agronomic innovation and 
ultimately accumulation within the agrarian sector. They were also seen to particularly promote the 
expansion of commercial agriculture. This paper explores the case of state-based liberalisation 
policies and their impact upon commercial small and medium tobacco farmers in Tamil Nadu. 
These farmers are noteworthy for historically high levels of accumulation through capitalised 
agriculture and sophisticated irrigation techniques. Adopting a Marxist Political Economy lens, this 
paper explores the very construction of a ‘market’ in the case of tobacco, looking in particular at the 
role of caste and class. Reflecting on current trends of decreasing tobacco cultivation and de-
agrarianisation more broadly, this paper seeks to address the very conception of ‘markets’ promoted 
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by liberalisation advocates. 
 
 
 
11:00-12:30 
 
Trust  Room 
 
Political Animals in South Asia 
 
Chair: Sujit Sivasundaram, University of Cambridge 
 
1. The Mark of the Beast: Identifying, Hunting, and  Conserving ‘man-eating’ big cats in India  
 
Nayanika Mathur, University of Cambridge 
 
This paper is centred upon the act of identifying and hunting down big cats in India from the early 
days of the British Raj up till the present moment. Specifically, it discusses those big cats that are 
termed “man-eaters” due to their predilection for human flesh. It demarcates two distinct historical 
epochs: from the mid-19th century till the late 1960s when a total ban on big cat hunting was 
imposed in India; and the period subsequent to the passage of the Wildlife Protection Act in 1972 
when it became a legal offence to kill the now-protected big cats. This paper asks how the act of 
hunting down a specified man-eater is dispensed within a landscape in which several big cats co-
exist; most of which are not man-eaters? How is certain knowledge of the culpability of a big cat 
arrived at anterior to its killing? Colonial and post-colonial officials openly expressed their doubts 
over the culpability of tigers and leopards and questioned “native” intelligence even before the 
global spread of wildlife conservationism. However, this situation has acquired particular poignancy 
in the period after the passage of the WPA, which legally dictates that hunters can only kill the guilty 
big cat. In the present moment, the guilt or innocence of specified, named big cats becomes a topic 
of national debate. Through fieldwork conducted with hunters, poachers, conservationists, wildlife 
biologists, foresters, and victims of attacks by big cats in contemporary India, and on the basis of 
the hunting of 4 famous man-eaters in recent times, this paper explores the diverse manners through 
which this (impossible) identification is arrived upon.  
 
2. A Panopticon for Pachyderms? Colonial Discipline, Imperial Capital and Scientific Knowledge 
in Burma's Imperial Capital and Scientific Knowledge in Burma's Elephant Camps  
 
Jonathan Saha, University of Leeds  
 
The rise of colonial Burma as the world’s foremost supplier of teak necessitated the employment of 
thousands of working elephants. Throughout the colony’s vast forests, camps were established 
where the animals worked to remove and transport the valuable wood. These were sites of industry 
and environmental transformation, but they were also sites for the generation and deployment of 
scientific knowledge. The semi-domesticated state of elephants employed in the teak industry made 
them ideal subjects for veterinary and natural historical inquiry. In addition, the biopolitical 
imperatives of keeping these expensive and essential labourers working efficiently and effectively 
meant that knowledge of elephant diseases and their treatments were much sought after in the 
camps. As a result, the camps were sites of medical experimentation. At the same time, the need to 
maintain order and discipline within the camps led to the generation of knowledge about individual 
elephants. An informal psychological understanding of these animals emerged from the camps 
through attempts to comprehend their actions. All these forms of colonial knowledge had an 
ambivalent relationship with Burmese understandings of the elephant, at times drawing upon these 
understandings and at other times denigrating them. This article explores the way in which the space 
of the elephant camp—and behaviour of their animal inhabitants in particular—shaped, and 
continues to shape, scientific understandings of these charismatic creatures.  
 
3. Vectors of Empire: Mosquitoes in British India and Beyond, c. 1900-1940  
 
Rohan Deb Roy, University of Reading 
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The identification of anopheles mosquitoes as vectors of diseases such as malaria in the 1900s 
significantly shaped the history of twentieth-century global public health. The medical insight that 
mosquitoes transmit disease-causing parasites between human bodies has also featured more 
recently in environmental history, postcolonial theory, and anti-realist fiction. Drawing on animal 
studies, medical history, and the histories of empire, this paper begins by exploring the wider 
cultural and political context in which the medicalization of mosquitoes was achieved and sustained. 
In so doing, I reveal how from the third quarter of the nineteenth century, prejudices against 
mosquitoes were shared between the worlds of laboratory medicine, plantation economy, sanitary 
governance and vernacular literary culture. The second part of the paper tracks the entanglement of 
mosquitoes within late imperial civilizing networks. Here, I will indicate how concerns for 
protection against mosquitoes shaped the intimacies between anthropological fieldworkers, colonial 
bureaucrats, anti-imperial nationalists, and international humanitarian agencies in the interwar 
period. I will end by outlining the ways in which these histories of interspecies encounters in 
colonial South Asia might critique the conventional celebration of cosmopolitan pasts often evident 
in existing global histories.                   
 
 
Reddaway Room 
 
Legacies of partition 
 
Chair: Joya Chatterji, University of Cambridge 
 
1. From Princely to the Popular:  Study of Jaipur’s Transition to a Capital City 
 
Garima Dhabhai, Jawaharlal Nehru University/Yale  
 
The proposed paper will look into the transformation of Jaipur into the capital city of newly created 
state of Rajasthan, both in material and discursive terms. A series of infrastructural, social and 
political developments in the decades of 1940s and 1950s could be instructive in this regard, which 
made Jaipur the primary claimant to this status over and above cities such as Udaipur, Jodhpur and 
Ajmer. I seek to place this paper in the larger political history of Indian nation-state at the cusp of its 
formation, as played out on the terrain of former princely territories. The processes of merger, 
refugee influx and the alleged modernizing impulse of rulers were part of this narrative, which was 
played out in the realm of spatial reconfigurations, aesthetic re-significations and economic 
transitions in the city. Palaces turning into government buildings and heritage hotels and emergence 
of new educational and social-political institutions could be cited as reflections of this 
transformation in the definition of urbanity in Jaipur. Figures such as Maharaja Man Singh II, 
Maharani Gayatri Devi, Hiralal Shahtri and Mirza Ismail were significant harbingers of Jaipur’s 
transition, which the paper seeks to dwell on.  
 
2. Unthreading Partition: The Politics of Jute Sharing between Two Bengals, 1947-1952 
 
Anwesha Sengupta, Calcutta Research Group/Jawaharlal Nehru University 
 
This paper studies the impact of partition on the jute industry of Bengal. The new international 
border separating India and East Pakistan put the jute producing areas and the jute mills on either 
side in two separate countries. Though both the governments, eager to earn hard currencies from 
jute, agreed to cooperate with each other in jute cultivation, baling, manufacturing jute products and 
exporting raw jute, in reality jute diplomacy was complex and conflict-ridden. To become self-
sufficient in jute economy, Pakistan invested heavily in jute mills and began to develop Chittagong 
Port to export raw jute. India, on the other hand, encouraged jute cultivation and recruited the 
Bengali Hindu refugees for jute cultivation. Both the countries set up customs and check posts in 
the border to curb jute-smuggling. The paper argues that the untangling of Bengal’s jute economy 
was integrally linked with nation-building initiatives. In other words, it elaborates how partition was 
‘managed’ by India and Pakistan and how the ‘management’ of partition and the building of 
postcolonial nation-states were co-constitutive processes.  
 
3. Pre-Partition Movements for Autonomy in South Asia: Separating Sind 1927-1937 
 
Uttara Shahani, University of Cambridge 
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I propose to present a paper on the movement for the separation of Sind from the Bombay 
Presidency, within the context of other, contemporaneous movements for autonomy in South Asia. 
Sind, now a part of Pakistan, was a part of the Bombay Presidency in colonial India, until it was 
eventually granted ‘independence’ from Bombay by the Government of India Act 1935. The paper 
will analyse the movement for Sindhi autonomy to ask what Sindhi nationalism meant for Sind’s 
Hindus, particularly in light of the fact that partition occurred a little after a decade following the 
separation. Significantly, in 1935, Bihar and Orissa were also split into separate provinces and Burma 
was separated from India. Aden, until then a part of British India, was established as a separate 
Crown colony. My paper suggests that the history of partition should be examined within this larger 
history of the reorganisation of provinces and movements for autonomy in South Asia. 
  
4. Between Hunger and Growth: Defining Development in Partition's Aftermath 
 
Jack Loveridge, University of Texas-Austin 
 
This paper examines the role played by decolonization in generating an impetus for independent 
India’s extensive investments in agricultural development and nutritional programs through the 
1950s, forerunning the Green Revolution of the late 1960s. It explores early collaborations in 
scientific research, community development, and international boundary management that took 
place between the United States, Britain, India, and Pakistan in the aftermath of Partition. In 
examining these collaborations, this paper emphasizes agricultural and community development 
projects launched in the new border regions forged by decolonization. This analysis also 
foregrounds the nascent role of the World Bank, the Ford and Rockefeller foundations, and United 
Nations agencies in Indian and Pakistani economic planning, population control, and resource 
management. Working to end the colonial cycle of famine, these national governments and global 
institutions advocated intensive farming and rapid economic growth, constructing an international 
development paradigm that persists, for better or worse, to this day.  
 
 
Gaskoin Room 
 
Food Security in South Asia, 2 
 
Chair: Bhaskar Vira, University of Cambridge 

 
1. Indian Farmers’ Perceptions of Genetically Modified Crops 
 
Ksenia Gerasimova, University of Cambridge 
 
In debates on the use of GM crops, one of the regularly raised questions is about the use of such 
crops for smallholder farmers. The variety of opinions include recognizing benefits to farmers from 
the use of GM crops (Little, 2013), acknowledging potential benefits (Tripp et al, 2010) and cursing 
GM crops for serving as a tool for ‘eco-apartheid’ against farmers to rip off their livelihoods (Shiva, 
2012). This paper explores what GM crops can mean to smallholder farmer by asking farmers 
themselves. We compare two opposite views on the use of GM crops in agriculture (pro and 
against), using the materials collected during the fieldwork in India in 2015. Mr V.K.V.Ravichandran 
(Ravi) is a farmer who grows Bt cotton in Poongulam village, Tamil Nadu, and supports GM 
technology. Dr Vinod Bhatt is an organic farmer and works as a deputy director at Navdanya farm 
in the Dehradun region, Uttarakhand. While none of the two farmers can be called a typical Indian 
farmer, their opinions can illustrate that both sides in the debate over GM crops refer to the 
framework of sustainable development and complexity of implementing transgenic agriculture in 
favour of smallholder famers.  
 
 
 
 
2. Understanding small-scale, agro-ecological farming and questions of food security in India 
through a feminist political ecology framework 
 
Regina Hansda, University of Cambridge 
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With a focus on smallholder farmers who play a critical role in self-provisioning, my research is 
situated within the growing discourse around food (in)security and hunger as well as the need to 
move towards alternative/agro-ecological methods of farming. Using the case study of system of 
rice intensification (SRI) ౼considered to be suitable for smallholder farmers; and feminist political 
ecology (FPE) as a lens of analysis, I examine the gendered dimensions of SRI. Both smallholder 
agriculture and agro-ecological methods of farming are inherently labour-intensive in nature, the 
intersection of these two, in the case of rice cultivation, therefore, has significant gender and labour 
connotations. Based on an extended ethnographic field-work in Gaya district in Bihar I critically 
examine the interplay of  gender, labour and technology around this technique to argue that food 
security outcomes, though favourable, are complex in nature and are contingent on a certain kind of 
‘gendered materiality’ around labour, and which affect some category of agricultural workers more 
than the others. 
 
3. 'Seed sovereignty for food security and livelihood improvement': Community-led efforts 
in conservation of indigenous crop diversity in Maharashtra  
 
Tsveti Bandakova, University of Edinburgh 
 
Genetic diversity is a key element in farmer’s livelihood strategies in areas under high ecological and 
economic stresses. The pressures for yield-intensification, advent of intellectual property rights and 
increased influence of multinationals in local seed markets, combined with unpredictable climate, 
mark a process of erosion of agricultural biodiversity and diminishing farmers’ role in the 
reproduction of planting materials.  
 
The paper is documenting the efforts of farmers in a tribal district in India, to reaffirm their 
autonomy by turning to traditional, local varieties as an alternative to mainstream agriculture. 
Conservation of landraces showing increased resistance to stress, yet retaining high nutritive values, 
is one strategy they are adopting to achieve food and seed sovereignty. The paper is discussing how 
using legal instruments such as the disputed concept of “Farmers’ Rights”, farmers initiate 
community-led revival of local crop diversity.  
 
 
Old Senior  Common Room 
 
Rethinking the other in India’s peripheries 
 
Chair: Dr. Tom Simpson, University of Cambridge 
 
1. Mountains, Memories, Materialities: Understanding the Present of Shimla’s Otherness 
 
Siddharth Pandey, University of Cambridge 
 
Nineteenth century India witnessed the rise of a new urban entity, the hill station, that served as a 
space for retreat, leisure and governance for half a year during the summers for the British 
colonisers. Made and sustained in the image of an other, these stations evoked nostalgic memories 
of home lying far away in the British Isles, through conscious cultural practices rooted in a 
distinctive materiality and craftsmanship. Despite being symbols of imperial power and domination 
in their heyday, these hill stations have remained famous over the years post independence and 
continue to thrive on their identity as an ‘other’ for both Indians and foreigners. My paper will study 
the afterlife of the most famous hill station of all, Simla, now Shimla, lying in the north Indian state 
of Himachal Pradesh as its capital, that was recently conjured in the public imagination of Britain 
through Channel 4’s television series Indian Summers and served as the summer capital of British 
India from 1864 to 1947. After briefly introducing the historical context of Simla’s spatial-cultural 
origins in the colonial era, the paper for the most part will focus on exploring the afterlife of Simla’s 
‘othered’ identity by its Indian populace, by drawing attention to the continuation of practices from 
the colonial times and to the politics of preservation and remembering through government efforts 
(such as policies around heritage conservation) and individual narratives of general society. My work 
over the past few years on documenting the personal histories of the town as well as 
photographically capturing and re-presenting it to Shimla citizens and visitors through exhibitions 
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will inform the methodology of this paper, as will my academic research. Accompanied by my 
photographs and archival material, the paper will touch upon ideas pertaining to the experiential and 
everyday life of Shimla through the lenses of natural and built materiality.  
 
2. A Colonial Archive of a Border Region: At the Crossroads of India, Bangladesh and Burma 
 
Angma Jhala, Bentley University/Harvard University 
 
My paper will address the colonial history of the little-studied indigenous peoples of the Chittagong 
Hill Tracts on the borders of east Bengal and western Burma. The region was one of religious, 
ethnic, linguistic and cultural cosmopolitanism, home to thirteen indigenous or ‘tribal’ communities 
(which included Buddhists, Hindus, animists and Christians). In particular, I will examine the 
ethnographic archive of colonial scholar administrators: the eighteenth century Scottish doctor and 
ethno-botanist, Francis Hamilton Buchanan, who visited the CHT in 1798, and Thomas Lewin, the 
first British Deputy Commissioner, and author of several works on the region during the 1860s and 
1870s.Their writings comprise a rich repository on a much marginalized (and at times maligned) 
region, addressing local environmental history, linguistics, material culture (architecture, dress, 
ornamentation and cuisine), marriage, religion and ritual, tribal law and governance and cross-
cultural fusions between the indigenous peoples and their neighbors in Bengal, Burma and 
Southeast Asia.  

 
3. Narrating Blame: Post-Conflict Discourse in Bodoland, Assam 
 
Saba Sharma, University of Cambridge 
 
Over the last three years, there has been an upswing in violence and tension between the Bodos and 
Bengali Muslims in Assam. This paper will try to understand the narratives surrounding the conflict, 
both locally, by those who experience it after-effects firsthand; by local and national leaders; and in 
the media. How, for instance, does conflict as it is experienced relate to macro events like elections? 
How does the decades-old fear of the ‘Bangladeshi immigrant’ trickle back down to the way violence 
is narrated after the fact? Further, the paper also examines how tension between two communities is 
appropriated in the discourse of Hindu nationalist leaders, as well as for political campaigning by 
various groups. The paper is based on fieldwork conducted in the Bodoland region between 2013 
and 2014, as well as analysis of local newspapers in an eight-week period before, during and after a 
major instance of violence in 2012.  
 
4. Politics of Difference: Regionalism and the National Imagination in Colonial India 
 
Aryendra Chakravartty, Stephen F. Austin State University 
 
My paper focuses on the emergence of a place-based regional identity in colonial Bihar. The 
transformation is particularly revealing because the claims to a “natural” Bihar was not based upon 
cultural distinctions of language, ethnicity or religion rather it was the materiality of the archeological 
remains embedded in the landscape that gave the region a new historical cohesion. Emphasizing 
Bihar as an “organic” entity cultivated a common sense of belonging, a remarkable novelty for the 
period particularly because it signaled the transformation and naturalization of a Mughal and 
subsequently colonial administrative region into an “Indian” province. Indian national imagination 
celebrated the region’s Buddhist, Mauryan and Gupta periods as symbols of a glorious ancient past. 
I therefore argue that the formation of a distinctively regional identity, was not in opposition to 
nationalist sentiments or colonial. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Gaskoin Room 
 
Gender, Migration, and Urban Space in South Asia 



	   44 

Chair: Anjali Bhardwaj-Datta, University of Cambridge 

1. The Street, the Market and the Café: Challenges and Comforts of an Independent Inner City Life 
 
Lucie Bernroider, University of Heidelberg 
 
Hampered by the monitoring of women’s sexualities and a male bias perpetuated in urban structures and 
practices, young single women living independently from the parental household in Delhi are routinely 
confronted with suspicion, pervasive supervision and - at times - outright hostility. This paper follows 
these women’s pursuits of an independent dwelling place and their daily interactions with the city which 
require a balancing act of both complying to and pushing imposed boundaries. Focusing on specific 
localities in South Delhi the paper further explores spatial policies such as zoning and increasing 
privatisation arguing, that their impact on women’s ability to find comfort in new environments 
complicate notions of confinement and sanitisation of public space which underwrite current discourses 
of women’s safety in urban India. While single and alone in the city these middle and upper middle class 
women are seen as transgressing established moral codes, they simultaneously represent a desired category 
of urban modernity: the professional cosmopolitan consumer citizen at the forefront of aspirational 
images of the World Class City. Their experiences and visions of urban life will therefore have to be 
considered in relation to other claims to space within Delhi’s rapidly changing social landscape. 
 
2. Between a ‘Calling’ and Resentment: Attitudes Towards NGO Work Amongst Women in Delhi   
 
Kavita Ramakrishnan , University of East Anglia 
 
This paper explores how local women NGO workers with multiple constraints – financial, social and 
gendered – negotiate between altruism and strategic utilization of the organizations they work at in a 
Delhi resettlement colony. Slowly rebuilding their lives after eviction and resettlement, the women 
fieldworkers I interviewed joined NGOs in the hopes of steady remuneration and the ability to manage 
their domestic lives with more ease given the proximity of the NGOs. However, in conversations, the 
women expressed not only an ambivalence towards the respective NGOs’ ideologies and practices, but 
also anger that certain women come to dominate within the often hierarchical organizational structures. I 
suggest that the ambivalence demonstrated by the women and the tactics they deploy shed light on both 
the strategic and unconscious meanings associated with such employment and on marginalization more 
generally. I further argue that it is not just the adoption of ‘development rationalities’ (Rossi, 2006) that is 
seen amongst local women working at NGOs, but also one of ‘marginality rationalities’, which frame how 
they deal with the political and moral dilemmas present in their work. 

3. Feminisation and Commercialisation of Space: Women’s Informalities and New Urban Forms in Delhi 
 
Anjali Bhardwaj-Datta, University of Cambridge 
 
This paper will explore the question of gender and space in Delhi. Taking a long historical view, 
combined with a detailed examination of the changing dispositions of household, labour and capital, it 
will show how Delhi came to be ‘feminised’ by the imperatives faced by migrant women, and 
‘commercialised’, as both men and women used ‘residential’ space to set up small businesses, inside their 
homes. As a result, women defied the conventional divisions between public and private space, and 
between domestic duties and commercial tasks. The paper will suggest that the ‘white town’ ‘ and ‘black-
town’ of the colonial era, which most urban historians of the ‘third world’ believe gave way to the 
‘unregulated’ and ‘regulated’ zones, had begun to change long before independence. In its stead, Delhi 
developed a new urban form, in which residential and commercial activities co-existed in spheres that 
were neither wholly regulated, nor wholly unregulated. Many kinds of economic activity, and life-styles 
previously thought of as discrete, now rubbed up against each other under a single roof, within the same 
family and household. By way of its focus on the importance of informality for urban governance, and on 
the organic growth of metropolis, this paper will open space for the recognition of ‘spontaneous’ 
urbanism. Using the urban morphologies of Delhi as a case study, it will place the everyday practices of 
urban resilience in opposition to modernist utopias of complete control and management. 


